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                                                 November/December 2017

     President’s Message

 

Greetings, fellow Aviculturists:

At a recent ASA board meeting it was decided the Bulletin would become the 
e-Bulletin.

Due to rising printing and distribution costs, the board decided an online 
e-Bulletin has many benefits, whilst saving ASA thousands of dollars a year.

Some of the benefits you will be getting with the e-Bulletin include:

 Online access 24x7 - read online articles anytime, anywhere

 Video - when available, video will be provided to accompany articles

 Flip book format - easily enlarge, search and change pages

I believe the benefits of an online presence will provide access to many more 
aviculturists and increase membership - definitely something ASA needs badly. 

I will personally miss the printed ASA Bulletin but, look forward to the new world 
that will open up for aviculturists online and am hopeful we broaden ASA’s 
recognition as the oldest avicultural society in the United States.

Yours truly,

Carol Stanley

President, YOUR Avicultural Society of America
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Golden Conures         
              Tony Silva
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The road was bumpy and added 
to the aches my body felt after 
having flown from the USA to 
Rio de Janeiro and then the 
Amazonian city of Belém do Pará. 
I had not had proper rest for 30 
hours, though I would dose off 
occasionally, until the vehicle 
would hit a large hole in the road, 
causing my body to jump and 
my mind to awaken. The driver, 
Nascimento, would occasionally 
swear or mumble something 
after having to backtrack, as the 
dirt roads were not marked and 
he would get lost, until he would 
recognize a landmark and back 
track. Finally after driving much 
of the afternoon and night we 
arrived at our destination.

I had first met Nascimento 
many months earlier. We had a 
casual meeting after as we drank 
cafezinho, the strong overly sweet 
coffee drunk in Brazil, in the store 
of aviculturist Juan Carlos Ferreira. 
The discussion centered on 
Ararajuba, as the Golden Conure 
Guaruba guarouba is known in 
Brazil. What Nascimento related 
seemed incredible. He told me 
that the brilliant yellow and 
green conures nested in a group, 
selecting an emergent typically 
in a cleared area or agricultural 
field and rearing the young as a 
family. As he spoke, I focused on 
his eyes and gestures; had he not 
shown the firmness and fluidity in 
his words I would have suspected 
the person had been overly 
fond of cachaça, or firewater. 
No conure was known to nest 

As he spoke, I 
focused on his eyes 
and gestures; had 
he not shown the 

firmness and fluidity 
in his words I would 

have suspected 
the person had 

been overly fond 
of cachaça, or 

firewater. 
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in such a manner; indeed the 
perception was that these parrots 
were highly territorial when 
breeding, aggressively chasing 
any pair some distance from the 
immediate vicinity of their nest. 
Nascimento argued vehemently 
against the concept of nesting in 
isolation. He was aware of group 
nesting in Amazonian Pyrrhura 
and Golden Conures.

Nascimento was a bird trapper, 
though occasionally traded in 
other wildlife—snakes, monkeys, 
other mammals and I was told 
also animal parts used as fetishes 
in the Amazon. In his home I 
saw the first living specimens 
of Amazona ochrocephala 
xantholaema and Gypopsitta 
vulturina. He had intimate 
knowledge of parrots in the field. 
Indeed, every detail he described 
in our many conversations over 
the years were confirmed decades 
later. He told me that the Blue-
fronted Amazon Amazona aestiva 
nested in some areas in terrestrial 
termitaria (at the time the only 
ground nesting Amazon was 
the Bahamas race of Amazona 
leucocephala), that the “Sun 
Conures” Aratinga solstitialis in the 
Brazilian range were a different 
type than those found further 
north (ie. in the Guianas and 
Venezuela), sporting a perpetual 
immature plumage (the form 
is now called Sulphur-breasted 
Conure Aratinga maculata), that 
the Lear’s Macaw Anodorhynchus 
leari originated in a desolate dry 

 Suddenly Nascimento 
pointed and said look. 
There I saw one of the 

yellow conures emerge 
from a cavity, followed 

by another and yet 
another. They were 
adults; they lacked 

green feathering 
typical of immatures. 

In all more than a 
dozen birds emerged 

from the cavity.
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area (subsequently confirmed 
by research) and that the Spix´s 
Macaw Cyanopsitta spixii was 
destined to vanish, as the 
population was small and facing 
pressures ranging from habitat 
modification by goats to excess 
trapping. He was correct in every 
instance. 

As the sun began to show its face, 
I was wide-awake. The adrenaline 
rushing through my body 
contributed to the excitement. 
Suddenly Nascimento pointed 

Golden Conures 
are stunning birds. 

Georg Marcgraf, who 
apparently knew the 

species as a cage bird, 
described the species 

for the first time in 
1638. No writer since 

then has failed to 
be impressed by its 
beauty and unique 

personality: a gentle, 
albeit vocal demeanor.
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from the tree cavity. Nascimento 
was right. 

Golden Conures are stunning 
birds. Georg Marcgraf, who 
apparently knew the species 
as a cage bird, described the 
species for the first time in 1638. 
No writer since then has failed 
to be impressed by its beauty 
and unique personality: a gentle, 
albeit vocal demeanor.

Golden Conures are also very 
sociable, though in captivity 

and said look. There I saw one of 
the yellow conures emerge from 
a cavity, followed by another and 
yet another. They were adults; 
they lacked green feathering 
typical of immatures. In all more 
than a dozen birds emerged from 
the cavity. They called, preened 
and took short flights. After the 
group had emerged, Nascimento 
pounded the tree trunk with a 
thick branch and there in my 
binoculars I saw evidence of 
colonial breeding: two young, 
green streaked birds oozed out 

GOLDEN CONURE (GUARUBA GUAROUBA) PHOTO STEVE DUNCAN
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they are poor at playing with 
enrichment and toys. In groups 
they constantly interact with one 
another. In such a setting, the 
feathers seem to typically suffer 
from the excess attention, with 
the flights and tail feathers being 
chewed, this being especially 
a problem in youngsters. Only 
if they are trained to play with 
items introduced into their cage 
will they ignore their feathers. To 
achieve this training, we rear our 
young Guaruba with Sun Conures 
Aratinga solstitialis, who entice 
the Golden Conures to chew palm 
fronds, sections of decomposing 
wood, fresh branches, flowers, 
pods, small cardboard boxes, 
paperback books, palm seeds, 
coconuts and more. We learned 
this trick some years ago, when 
we had a single Golden Conure 
that we reared with a Sun Conure 
for company; it would have been 
cruel to rear such a sociable 
species alone. The result was 
evident after many months, when 
I would see the Golden Conure 
explore all of the enrichment 
provided—something always 
ignored in groups of Golden 
Conures. We experimented the 
following year and the result was 
the same. 

The effort to rear the two species 
together is in my opinion justified, 
as the interaction of the group 
will provide hours of observation 
that is even more enjoyable if the 
birds sport flawless feathering. 
Singly housed pairs will maintain 

The sociable nature 
of the Golden Conure 

allows it to be bred 
in groups or in trios; 

in Brazil several 
collections breed 

two females to one 
male. I breed mine 
in pairs but house 

them collaterally, with 
full visual contact, 
because this has a 
stimulating effect. 
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the interest in enrichment they 
learned from the Sun Conures 
and as such they tend to be less 
vulnerable to feather chewing. 
If they do chew their feathers, it 

will be around nesting time. Most 
will allow their feathers to regrow 
if they chewed them once the 
post breeding hormonal state has 
dissipated. 

The sociable nature of the Golden 
Conure allows it to be bred in 
groups or in trios; in Brazil several 
collections breed two females to 
one male. I breed mine in pairs 

Interestingly I have 
also found that the 

pairs housed in groups 
collaterally will nest 

much more prolifically 
(average 2.9 clutches 

per annum) than those 
housed singly (1.7 

clutches per annum).  

but house them collaterally, with 
full visual contact, because this 
has a stimulating effect. Indeed, 
over the decades I have also 
found that pairs housed in a 
group tend to nest successfully 
earlier (average 31.9 months, 18 
pairs) compared to pairs kept in 
an isolated manner (average 42.3 
months, 11 pairs). Interestingly 
I have also found that the pairs 
housed in groups collaterally 
will nest much more prolifically 
(average 2.9 clutches per annum) 
than those housed singly (1.7 
clutches per annum).  The 
auditory and visual contact is with 
this species (like some other neo-
tropical parrots such as caiques 
Pionites spp) key to inducing 
breeding.

In terms of diet, we treat Golden 
Conures like miniature macaws; 
indeed, their Brazilian name is 
derived from the Tupi words 
signifying yellow macaw.

Our Golden Conures are fed 
a little fruit, especially those 
that are not sweet, vegetables 
(particularly steamed carrot, 
pumpkin and sweet potatoes, 
which are beta carotene rich), 
cooked whole grain pasta and 
brown rice, pellets, sprouted 
grains and seeds, and wheat 
bread liberally smeared with 
almond or peanut butter, some 
cracked walnuts or almonds, 
or a bit of sunflower seed. The 
fatty component to the diet is 
varied. We can grow a number of 
items that they find in the wild in 
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tropical south Florida and these, 
even in birds that are generations 
from their wild ancestors, are 
preferred above other fruit. 
They will, for example, eat the 
astringent cashew fruit (note fruit, 
not the nut) and also the seeds 
of guava over temperate fruits 
or vegetables. The diet is made 
austere during our Florida winter, 
and consists primarily of pellets, 
vegetables and a fat component, 
but starting in February (the 
approach of spring) they receive 
sprouted seeds, pasta or rice, 
fruits and much more fat. Their 
nests are filled with rotted wood 
and sprinklers are placed over 
the cages to allow daily bathing 
for a period of about 10 minutes. 
The birds typically nest a month 
later. The original birds did not 
stop nesting during the heart 
of summer like many other 
parrots in the collection, being 
impervious to the heat, but the 
latest generation takes a rest in 
July, August and September and 
nest again in November. 

Why do we augment the fat in 
the diet for nesting? Many years 
ago I collected the crop contents 
of wild youngsters being parent 
reared, as well as of adults which 
Nascimento had trapped. There 
was a distinct increase in the fat 
content of foods being fed to the 
young. Both myself and other 
researchers have also made this 
observation in macaws and other 
species. The fat provides energy 
that the growing young require. 

 We can grow a 
number of items 

that they find in the 
wild in tropical south 

Florida and these, 
even in birds that are 

generations from their 
wild ancestors, are 

preferred above other 
fruit.
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GOLDEN CONURE (GUARUBA GUAROUBA) AND HYACINTH MACAW (ANODORHYNCHUS 
HYACINTHINUS) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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Steve’s Photo Pick 
The Jenday Conure, Aratinga jandaya, has a large range in 
Eastern Brazil. The large population is stable and probably 
benefits from human clearing of rainforest. They do well 
around human establishments and sometimes feed on 
agricultural crops. In aviculture, Jendays are very easy to 
maintain and can be prolific breeders.  They do have a 
well-deserved reputation for being vocal in the wild and in 
aviaries. Steve Duncan

Avian Resources
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GOLDEN CONURE (GUARUBA GUAROUBA) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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In my opinion, enclosure and nest 
size seem to be less important 
than diet in this species. I have 
had pairs nest successfully in 
cages 1.8 m (6 ft) long and 
aviaries 4.5 m (15 ft) long. Rarely 
will the pairs utilize the flight 
space; instead they will quickly 
crawl from one end to the other, 
often stopping along the way to 
display. Mine nest in boxes 40 
cm (16 in) deep and 30 cm (12 in) 
square or in L-shaped nests made 
for medium sized parrots. They do 
not seem to be very demanding 
in terms of the nest and once a 
pair laid in a log placed on their 
enclosure floor for chewing, the 
birds tunneling into one side. I 
realized what was happening 
when I reached into the cage to 
replace the log. The female, which 
had been great at hiding her 
activity, flew at me and latched 
onto my shirt. I immediately 
realized that she was nesting 
inside. When I was able to distract 
her and look, I found the nest to 
contain three eggs.

Golden Conures produce clutches 
containing from 3 to 5 eggs, with 
4 being average. Incubation in my 
birds oscillates around 26 (23-
27, n = 47) days. Young are born 
covered with a white down that 
is yellow hinted. The bill is large 
and is shovel like, with the typical 
soft pads along the sides. Up until 
this stage they are very much like 
Pionites. They develop a scant 
secondary down, being rather 
naked. The chicks from a young 
age recognize their feeder and 

people they see regularly and are 
extremely alert; I often see them 
following me as I move around 
the hand-rearing room. They are 
adorable as they feather out and 
this results in them receiving far 
more attention than the other 
young. Like macaws, they can 
flip on their backs when startled. 
Weaning can be a problem, with 
some calling constantly with 
wings outstretched and others 
weaning relatively easily. I have 
found that young that tend to 
cry for food incessantly during 
weaning and are slow to become 
independent often have slight 
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bacterial or fungal infection. Once 
treated, they wean quickly.

The Golden Conure was once an 
avicultural rarity, but as more and 
more young are produced in 
aviculture, this species is 
becoming more readily available. 
Indeed, in Brazil there are 
collections that focus on 
producing young for the pet 
trade. In the USA there are a 
number of breeders who also 
provide young for the pet trade. 
As aviary birds they would be one 
species I would never be without. 

They still mesmerize me like that 
morning decades ago when 
Nascimento took me to the 
Gurupí area and showed me as 
the birds emerged from a dead 
tree in a field. That day I was 
realized the importance of 
fieldwork to understand the 
biology of parrots and then to 
apply this knowledge to captivity. 
This knowledge also makes 
aviculture a much more 
rewarding endeavor. That day also 
cemented a fascination for this 
species that persists until today. 

GOLDEN CONURE (GUARUBA GUAROUBA) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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Some time back I visited a home 
for unwanted birds. As I walked 
around, I discussed with the 
director the problem of unwanted 
cockatoos. Like me, she has found 
that males are the gender most 
commonly found in rescues. This 
is because males can become 
exceptionally aggressive as 
they reach sexual maturity, or 
when the unpredictable nature 
ingrained in their genes emerges.

As I read messages several days 
later, a typical scenario appeared 
in a communiqué. It involved 
a Moluccan Cockatoo Cacatua 
moluccensis that had been a pet 
for 23 years. First he attacked 

Cockatoo 
Aggression

Tony Silva
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the husband five years ago, the 
cut requiring 9 stitches and then 
more recently the wife. That bite 
required six stitches to the upper 
and another six stitches to the 
bottom lip. The wife adored the 
bird but it was evident from the 
message that bites were not 
uncommon, the serious ones only 
having been displayed twice.

Only after 40 years in aviculture, 
have I begun to understand 
cockatoos. They are highly 
intelligent, complex creatures 
whose social structure in the wild 
is only now being deciphered. 
The position of each flock 
member is clearly defined, and 

males mock fight continuously, 
even when breeding, to spend 
up hormonal flares. I have seen 
males fight viciously in the wild 
but never two females. I also 
know that males in the wild can 
and will attack their mates much 
as they do in captivity. We simply 
document such attacks more 
frequently in captivity because 
the corpse of a bird in the wild 
has a very short life span before 
being found by a scavenger. 

Cockatoo aggression is a problem 
that is primarily seen in males. 
I have several birds that their 
owners could no longer manage, 
or which had attacked them, 

 BLUE-EYED COCKATOO (CACATUA OPHTHALMICA) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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one day they reached for the bird 
while under the bed. They noticed 
that the bird hissed and clicked its 
beak continuously, both signs that 
when combined mean a bite is 
impending, but nonetheless pushed 
to get the bird from under the bed. 
The effort resulted in the hand being 
badly lacerated. The dark conditions 
had emulated a nest and the bird 
had come into breeding condition. 

Never—EVER—give the bird a 
cardboard box, wooden wine box, 
paper bag, or access to a dark 
closet, the underside of a bed or 
couch, or permit it to chew a hole 
into a wall to hide. If you do, it will 
only be a matter of time before 
you will be bit. In 81% of the cases 
that I have documented, the birds 
had sudden taken a huge interest 
in something dark. In one case, 
the bird would hide under the 
Christmas tree, between the boxes 
of gifts; in another someone had 
recommended placing a cardboard 
box for the bird to destroy as 
enrichment on the cage floor; in 
another the bird had been allowed 
to live under the couch, where it 
would hide for the greater part 
of the day. The list of scenarios is 
endless. In most of these cases, when 
the owner tried to retrieve the bird, it 
attacked. 

resulting as described above in the need for stitches. Can such bouts of 
aggression, often unpredictable, be completely stopped is a question 
I often receive. My answer is invariably no, but then I complement that 
negative word with a comment that the owner can significantly reduce 
the risk of being bit if they learn to understand their pet´s body language.

Here are known facts that over 40 years I have verified time and time 
again by questioning the owners of problem cockatoos or that I have 
personally experienced:

1) Attention or lack of attention 
does not contribute or diminish the 
probability of attack. I have seen 
males that received considerable 
attention suddenly turn on their 
owners, and I have seen birds that 
led relatively lonesome lives also 
become demons.

2) Cockatoos become agitated 
on full moons. I have heard them 
call in the wild and in captivity. 
Moluccans are especially vocal. I get 
more calls regarding bites directly 
after a full moon than at other times 
of the month.

3) The Indonesian cockatoos 
can nest throughout the year in 
captivity, with a peak during warm 
weather, meaning that a hormonal 
flush can occur throughout the year. 
I do not believe that the onset of 
the spring and summer breeding 
season increases the risk of attack, 
though firmly believe that conditions 
that the bird may perceive to induce 
breeding can contribute to an 
attack. As an example, I know of one 
Umbrella Cockatoo Cacatua alba 
that after 11 years of living in the 
home was placed on the floor of the 
bedroom to play with a ball. The bird 
soon discovered that the area under 
the bed was dark. It would play 
under the bad each day. The owners 
felt that there was no harm—until 
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Pick Your Color
Carol Stanley

4) Never give access to mirrors 
or windows where a bird can see its 
image. In 49% of the cases of attacks 
I have recorded, the bird could see 
themselves in a window or mirror 
and had an infatuation for being near 
those areas. The attacks occurred 
near those areas.

5) Do not think that giving 
the bird a playmate of the same or 
another species will reduce the risk 
of aggression. Cockatoos can be 
phobic and may see the other bird 
as a strange being to be avoided or 
alternately to be attacked. Pairing 
cockatoos or integrating former 
pet cockatoos into a flock of their 
kind is a slow process that requires 
tremendous patience. It may take 
years before the bird realizes that 
the other birds are of their species 
and not some feathered foreign 
entity that they cannot relate to. As 
an example, I have a Moluccan that 
was introduced to a flight cage 7 
years ago. It avoided all contact with 
the other cage occupants until this 
March, when it bonded with another 
bird. The two now play endlessly and 
are showing many traits typical of 
their kind when interacting.

6) Cockatoos that are agitated 
call loudly, shy away, raise their crest, 
strike their feet against the perch, 
hiss, click their beaks in an agitated 
matter and move in a premeditated 
matter. These are warning signs to 
stay away. Let the bird calm down 
before attempting to retrieve it from 
the cage or stand or it will likely bite. 
Train the bird to step up and down 
from a perch whenever possible 
to allow a better control of being 
removed from or returned to its cage.

Listed for periods of agitation. It is 
common for individuals that are 
displaying aggression to become 
perceptively noisier over a period of a 
week or more. 

7) Never allow the cockatoo to 
perch on the shoulder. A full 92% of 
the cases that I have seen involved 
birds that had been allowed to perch 
on the shoulder, where the bird 
considered itself to be in a dominant 
position. Turning to look at the bird 
or reaching up for it is when the bite 
was recorded.

8) Understand that cockatoos 
have a strong powerful bill that can 
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crack very hard nuts. If in doubt, give 
the bird a Brazil nut or a fresh branch 
and see how quickly the nut is 
opened or the branch is converted to 
splinters. That bill can cause a nasty 
laceration. 

9) Individuals that bite or 
attack often display a trance like 
behavior, focusing on their sight on 
their owner. The bird that bites in a 
rage one moment may be extremely 
tame and gentle the next, behaving 
as if nothing had happened. I have 
seen this same feeling of remorse in 
males that have brutally mailed their 
mates.

10)  Never torment the bird, 
as this is not only abuse but it can 
also heighten aggression. I know of 
one case where an alleged trainer 
instructed the owner to lightly strike 
at their hormonal male cockatoo 
with a rolled up newspaper, this 
to apparently distract it from a 
hormonal rage. The bird reacted 
by flying at the person and biting 
it on the shoulder. Under NO 
circumstances should you do 
anything that increases the level 
of agitation or can be considered 
punishment.

11)  When a bird is agitated and 
aggressive, ignore it completely. 
Paying attention to it at that time 
may only increase the aggression, as 
the bird will deduce that through its 
behavior it can attract your attention. 

12)  Do not give the aggressive 
bird a plush toy, mop head, a wig or 
anything that it can perceive to be 
a mate and which it believes it must 
protect from you. More than one 
caller has noted that they gave their 
bird a plush bird for companionship 

and that they got bit when they 
tried to remove the toy for washing.

Apart from the above, there are 
other important considerations.

I do not like to clip the flight 
feathers in pet birds bird, but 
with male cockatoos I believe 
that keeping them grounded 
gives you some control over the 
bird. I recommend clipping both 
wings to prevent a one-sided fall 
that can result in an injury.

Hormone implants work quite 
well at reducing the mating urge 
and the aggression. They are not 
cheap and require a veterinary 
visit, but clinicians in Europe 
that have used such implants 
tell me that the calming effect 
is quick. The implants will need 
to be refreshed periodically, so 
please consult with your avian 
veterinarian.

Cockatoos are highly destructive 
birds in the wild. In every country 
where I have seen them in the 
wild, they have spent the greater 
part of the day destroying their 
environment. They remove bark 
from branches, chew leaves, 
pluck tender shoots, tear open 
coconuts and more. They are 
high activity birds that need to be 
kept occupied. Toys should form 
part of their everyday life, but 
enrichment is also important. Pine 
cones, whole green coconuts, 
palm seeds, fresh branches, 
pieces of decomposing wood, 
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Who’s Your Daddy?

Stumped? 

See answer on page 
34
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freshly cut natural wood and 
much more should be available to 
the birds to destroy. They may at 
first eschew the enrichment but I 
assure you that once familiarized 
they will prefer them to any 
commercial toy available. Keep 
them busy. This is not simple, but 
a bird who has burned a lot of 
energy is less inclined to attack.

When you pet the bird, avoid 
sexually sensitive areas. For 
females, this is the vent and back. 
Pet cockatoos often squat on the 
perch, vibrate their bodies and 
grasp their tail with a foot. This is 
a copulatory stance. Males should 
not have the vent, back or tail 
touched, as this can stimulate 
them. (Many years ago I had Dr 
Nicole van der Heyden scope a 
male pet cockatoo. I then played 
with the bird daily, touching the 
back and tail. After two months 

that bird was endoscoped 
again. Its gonads had swollen 
significantly, indicating that my 
touching had stimulated it into 
breeding condition.) Pet the bird 
on the head, upper chest and 
nape, or preen the crest. Male 
cockatoos mate by stepping on 
the hen’s back, so the lower body 
should be avoided.

Never allow the bird to control 
play periods. Always be 
informal, as a set schedule in 
my observation contributes 
to demands by the birds and 
bellicose fits when its expected 
playtime is ignored.

I trust that these words will help 
those whose pet cockatoo is 
displaying aggression and will 
warn potential new owners of the 
potentially serious implication of 
owning a cockatoo.  

WHITE OR UMBRELLA COCKATOO (CACATUA ALBA) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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 January/February 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 5 Frank Sturtevant Todd Carol Stanley
 6 Remembering Frank S. Todd Debbie &  
  Arnold Schouten
 8 Frank Todd, Committed Penguin and  
  Waterfowl Biologist Judy St. Ledger
 18 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 21 Weather or Not? Kateri J. Davis
 26 HARI Early Parrot Education Carol   
  Stanley
 31 Blast from the Past - circa 1928
 31 Conference Schedule
 32  2017 ASA Conference Speaker Line-up
 33 The Raffle 
 34 Blast from the Past - circa 1928 
 35 E V E N T S
 36 ASA MEMBER CLUBS, The Foreign Bird  
  League, ASA Affiliations, New   
  Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL, ASA SUSTAINING
  Members
March/April 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 4 The Lutino Plum-headed Parakeet -  
  Roger Bringas 
 18 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 20 Dr. Cromwell Purchase - an   
  inspirational leader - Rosemary Lowe
 28 Legislative Update - HR 2603 - Saving  
  America’s Endangered Species Act
 31 Conference Speakers 
 32  2017 ASA Conference Speaker Line-up
 33 THE RAFFLE
 35 E V E N T S
 36 ASA MEMBER CLUBS
 36 The Foreign Bird League
 36 ASA Affiliations
 36 New Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL
 37 ASA SUSTAINING Members
May/June 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 4 Cikananga Conservation Breeding   
  Centre - Saving Asia’s Songbirds  
  Jonathan Beilby
 19 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 28 The 2017 ASA Conference Roundtable  
  Strategy Meeting John Del Rio
 31 Conference Speakers 
 33 THE RAFFLE
 35 E V E N T S
 36 ASA MEMBER CLUBS, The Foreign Bird  
  League, ASA Affiliations
 36 New Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL
 37 ASA SUSTAINING Members

July/August 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 4 ECLECTUS ARC:  The Avian Resource  
  and Conservation Institute
   Laurella Desborough and Lisa   
  Woodworth 
 18 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 20 On my soapbox...Steve Duncan
 22 Headstarting Mangrove Finches in the  
  Galapagos Islands Beau Parks (Lead   
  Keeper, San Diego Zoo-APC)
 35 E V E N T S
 36 ASA MEMBER CLUBS, The Foreign Bird  
  League, ASA Affiliations
 36 New Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL
 37 ASA SUSTAINING Members
September/October 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 4 The Races of Amazon Aestiva - Tony  
  Silva
 18 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 21 Who’s Your Daddy?
 22 Back Yard Chickens: Pros and Cons   
  Susie Christian & Sue Christian Garza 
 32 Pick Your Color Carol Stanley
 34 Who’s Your Daddy? answers
 35 E V E N T S
 36 ASA MEMBER CLUBS
 36 The Foreign Bird League
 36 ASA Affiliations
 36 New Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL
 37 ASA SUSTAINING Members
 November/December 2017
 3 Officers & Staff
 3 ASA Yahoo Email Group
 3 Like Us on Facebook
 4 Golden Conures Tony Silva
 18 Steve’s Photo Pick 
 24 Cockatoo Aggression Tony Silva
 36 ASA Affiliations
 36 New Members
 37 AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA  
  HONOR ROLL
 37 ASA SUSTAINING Members 

Indices for the Avicultural Bulletins of 2017
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PLEASE DONATE NOW
Help us keep Frank S. Todd’s memory alive by continuing the tradition he started with 
the first Avicultural Society of America Educational Conference. Frank developed the 
conference and, for many years, arranged for speakers from around the world to attend 
and make presentations. 

Your donation will allow ASA to continue the tradition and help with travel expenses 
for our conference speakers.  http://asabirds.org/frank-s-todd-memorial-fund/

 In honour of our friend, colleague, and author, Frank Todd, Hancock House 
is pleased to commit a percentage of all revenues of books sold through our 
website to the Frank Todd Memorial Foundation to continue to promote the 
work Frank spent much of his life striving towards- wildlife conservation and 
education.

Link: https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/
north-american-ducks-geese-swans
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Organization 
of

Professional
Aviculturists

Fighting for your right to 

keep birds!

OPA 
PO Box 673 
Lakeland FL 33802 

 
OR 
 

paypal 
opabirds@gate.net

Video: https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM

Join or donate
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The red-billed leiothrix (Leiothrix 
lutea) is a member of the family 
Leiothrichidae, native to southern 
China and the Himalayas. Adults have 
bright red bills and a dull yellow ring 
around their eyes. Their backs are dull 
olive green, and they have a bright 
yellow-orange throat with a yellow 
chin; females are somewhat duller 
than males, and juveniles have black 
bills. It has also been introduced in 
various parts of the world, with small 
populations of escapees having 
existed in Japan since the 1980s. It 
has become a common cagebird and 
amongst aviculturists it goes by 

various names: Pekin robin, Pekin 
nightingale, Japanese nightingale, 
and Japanese (hill) robin, the last two 
being misnomers as it is not native to 
Japan

 

From Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia

For more information, Google “Pekin 
Robin” or see: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-
billed_leiothrix#References

Who’s Your Daddy?
From page 29, Answer: Pekin Robin (Leiothrix lutea)

PEKIN ROBIN (LEIOTHRIX LUTEA) PHOTO CAROL STANLEY
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E EV N T S
2019 EVENTS

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE - AFA’s 45th 
Annual Educational Conference and Avian Expo will be 
held August 8th – August 10th B Resort and Spa | 1905 
Hotel Plaza Blvd. | Orlando, FL 32830 More info on www.
afabirds.org 

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA - ASA’s 14th 
Annual Education Conference in Fall of 2019 will 
be announced soon. Watch for more details online at 
www.asabirds.org

Let us know of your avicultural event to be posted on our Events page at:

info@asabirds.org
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ASA MEMBER CLUBS

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)

Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on the latest 
membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA Affiliations
The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:

American Dove Association
American Federation of Aviculture

LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance        

National Finch and Softbill Society  
Zoological Association of America

Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755   

www.ccasbirds.com

Contra Costa Avian Society
P.O. Box 23115  Pleasant Hill, CA  94523

www.contracostaaviansociety.org

Acadiana Bird Club
480 Almonaster Dr  Youngsville, LA  70592

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Seedcracker Society Inc
P.O. Box 26899  Mesa, AZ  85214

Long Beach Bird Breeders
6444 Spring St # 132  

Long Beach, CA  90815
longbeachbirdbreeders@gmail.com

Orange County Bird Breeders 
www.ocbirdbreeders.org

Fort Worth Bird Club
P.O. Box 1712  Keller, TX  76244
fwbc@fortworthbirdclub.com 

Finch Society of San Diego County
4256 10 Ave  San Diego, CA  92103
www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 

New Members
Chester Moore 
Orange TX

Lori Gaskin 
Goleta CA

Christopher Marley 
Salem OR

Beau Parks Valley 
Center, CA

Nancy Forrester 
Key West FL

Feray J Baskin 
Bloomington IN

Margaret Yorio 
Poway CA

Paul Lepiane 
Ojai CA

John Gregory 
Alexandria, VA 

Denise Knight-Trevor 
Brentwood, CA 

Jan Faresielli 
Escalon, CA 

Adam Whisenant 
Atlanta, GA 

Denise DeGood 
Amana, IL 

Karen Kurd 
Dubuque, IA 

Wendy Hanson 
Hudson, WI
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ASA SUSTAINING Members

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL

Joe Carvahlo, Shingle Springs, CA

Terry Clare, Vista, CA

John Del Rio, Del Rio Aviaries, 

Idaho

Madge Decker, Long Beach, CA

Richard Dickinson, Sun City, AZ

Bob Ervin, Alta Loma, CA

Lauri Grigg, Houston, TX

Gene Hall, San Diego, CA

PATRON

Diane Bock, Pacific Palisades, CA
Pamela Bompart,   Jefferson City, MT 

Roger Bringas, Mutations Unlimited,                
N. Hollywood, CA

Mike Chiaromonte, Consolidated Seed & Pet 
Inc., Buena Park, CA

Bill Coleman, Carpenteria, CA

Jennifer & Alex Culp, Huntington Beach, CA

Caroll Daunis, Fallbrook, CA

Sheldon L. Dingle, editor, author, Alhambra, CA

Steve Duncan, Avian Resources, San Dimas, CA

M. Jean Hessler, graphic artist,  Huron, OH

Clint & Marcelle Hufford, Fountain Valley, CA

Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens, 
Fallbrook, CA

Dave & Tammy Kramer, DJ Feathers Aviary, Fairfax, VA

Mitsuo Kuribara, Sayama City, Japan

Ivo Lazzeroni, West Covina, CA

Bruce Leach, Leach Grain & Milling Co., Downey, CA

Wendy Maclean Soderman, Huntington Beach, CA

Sigie Meyer, El Monte, CA

Frank Miser, Jr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Riverside, CA

Frank Miser, Sr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA

Connie & Mickey Ollson, Wildlife World Zoo & 
Aquarium, Litchfield Park, AZ

Dick Schroeder, Avian Enterprises, Escondido, CA

Wm. N Smith, C.T.C., Inc., Los Angeles, CA

Helen Teunissen, Riverside, CA

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Lori Ables, Trona, CA

Eric Antheunisse, Cedar Hill Birds, Acampo, CA
Laurie Baker, Feathered Follies, Concord, CA

Sarah Brabbs, West Branch Aviary, Shreveport, LA
Earlene Douglas, Reno, NV

Scott Karlene, Bloomfield, MI
Phyllis Levine, Seal Beach, CA

Julie Murad, Elizabeth, CO
Mary Nogare, Snoqualmie, WA

Michele Raffin, Los Altos, CA
Natasha Schischakin, Houston, TX

Sherilyn Hanna, Exotic Endeavors, Moorpark, 
CA

Richard Heebner, Worcester, PA

Sally Huntington, San Diego, CA

Tiffany Latino, Roseville, CA

Linda & Bill Nichelmann, Citrus Heights, CA

Wade Plouvier, Jacksonville, NC

Arnold & Debbie Schouten, Port Angeles, WA

Carol Stanley, Rancho Cordova, CA
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