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    President’s Message

Greetings, fellow Aviculturists:

Welcome to the New Year!
 
It’s bound to be better. Several COVID-19 vaccines are being rolled out and we 
may have the possibility of normalcy in the very near future.
 
I can think of no better way to celebrate than to have another ASA/OPA 
conference. To me, it’s like sugar plums dancing in my head. Too much 
information? Okay.
 
Now, more than ever, coming together, working together, and supporting the 
future of aviculture is paramount. Using whatever methods are available to you—
be they time, money, ideas—just contribute to protect our right to keep birds.
 
As you may know, Lisa Marun is a powerhouse that has helped tremendously on 
editing and providing photos and just being a great supportive person for our 
e-Bulletin. Lisa has written our feature article this month on Papuan hornbills 
(Rhyticeros plicatus), which you may or may not know is a species that is dear to 
my heart and living in my household. You can see pictures of Kokomo and Teddy 
here and get to know Teddy here. Thank you Lisa, you brilliant human being. Be 
sure to check out award winning Lisa’s photography site.
 
Lou Megens. You are unbelievable! The love and appreciation you have for your 
birds can be palpated in every word you write about them. Thank you! I don’t even 
ask. It’s like Christmas when I get your emails!
 
And last, but not least, Jim Sorenson’s Birds in Shoes offering epitomizes 2020 like 
no other could. Check it out on page 19.
 
Aviculture. Go forward into 2021 with purpose and direction, and let’s meet once 
again next fall if the timing is right.
 
Carol Stanley,
 
President, YOUR Avicultural Society of America

https://lisamarun.com/galleries/
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mailto:asabirds-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
https://www.facebook.com/asabirds
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Aviculture-Conference-324481397748582/timeline
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Aviculture-Conference-324481397748582/timeline
https://www.facebook.com/groups/asabulletin


ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

4 

A Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros 
plicatus) really does need a lot 
of room to spread its wings. 
These birds’ wings are made for 
an impressive—and surprisingly 
audible—flight, with a wingspan of 
around 60 inches that will delight 
the eyes and ears of anyone lucky 
enough to see one in motion.  Even 
standing still, Papuan hornbills are 
on the larger end of the hornbill 
species size range (measuring about 
three feet as adults).

What’s in a name?

Papuan hornbills, sometimes 
called Papuan wreathed hornbills, 
are found north to northeast of 
Australia, throughout Indonesia 
and Melanesia. Sulawesi, Lombok, 
Sumbawa, Fiji, Vanuatu, Solomon 
Islands, and—yes—Papua New 
Guinea are among the many places 
that these birds call home. If you 
speak Tok Pisin, or New Guinea 
Pigin, you’re likely to refer to R. 
plicatus as kokomo.

Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) male, two months old. Photo: Lisa Marun

Papuan Hornbill
Lisa Marun



ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

5 

Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) 12 
and 14 days old. Photo: Lisa Marun

Distribution and distinctions

Six Papuan hornbill subspecies have been described based on their distinct 
ranges:

R. p. plicatus (South Maluku Islands)

R. p. ruficollis (North Maluku Islands and Papua New Guinea)

R. p. jungei (Eastern New Guinea)

R. p. dampieri (Bismark Archipelago)

R. p. harterti (Bougainville Island and Buka Island)

R. p. mendanae (Solomon Islands)

Rhyticeros plicatus (sometimes 
placed in the genus Aceros) are also 
known by another name: Blyth’s 
hornbill. The English zoologist 
Edward Blyth (1810-1873) is known 
for his association with the Royal 
Asiatic Association of Bengal, where 
he served as the museum’s curator 
for over two decades. While there, 
he published Catalogue of the Birds 
of the Asiatic Society

(1849) and corresponded regularly 
with Charles Darwin, who held Blyth 
in high regard. In the first chapter 
of On the Origin of Species, Darwin 
wrote: …Mr. Blyth, whose opinion, 
from his large and varied stores of 
knowledge, I should value more than 
that of almost any one…

Edward Blyth also authored The 
natural history of the Cranes (1881) 
and edited the 1840 English edition 
of Georges Cuvier’s Animal Kingdom 
“Mammalia, Birds, and Reptiles” 
section. He identified dozens of 
previously unknown species of 
reptiles and amphibians—three 
of these bear his name, as well 
as twelve avian species, including 
Blyth’s hornbill.

https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/48206#page/5/mode/1up
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/48206#page/5/mode/1up
http://darwin-online.org.uk/Variorum/1860/1860-19-c-1859.html
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On the whole, R. plicatus are on 
the IUCN’s Least Concern list, with 
most subspecies thriving within the 
lowland primary and secondary 
forests of their native lands. Despite 
some hunting pressure due to tribal 
groups’ culturally-based use of the 
birds’ feathers and bills, the Papuan 
hornbill is securely maintaining 
healthy population numbers.

So what makes a kokomo unique? 
Adults have black bodies, wings, 
and feet, and white tails. Their 
unfeathered throat skin is also 
white, with a bluish tint, and 
another blush of blue is seen 
around the eyes. As for two of the 
typical hallmark hornbill features, 
a casqued yellow-brown upper 
mandible enlarges and develops 
furrows with age, and gorgeous 
eyelashes that appear at a young 
age are hard to ignore. 

While adult females are smaller 
than males, the truly distinguishing 
feature between the genders is 
that males’ neck feathers, rather 
than being black, are a rufous color. 

Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) 
seven weeks and six-day-old. Photo: 
Lisa Marun

Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) 
male, aged six weeks. Photo: Lisa Marun

Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) 
male, three weeks. Photo: Lisa Marun
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Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) male, nine weeks. Photo: Lisa Marun

Also, while immature birds’ eyes 
range from a blue to a gray-brown 
depending on subspecies, adult 

males’ eyes are distinctly more red 
when compared to adult females’ 
brown eye color.



ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

8 

Papuan hornbills in captivity

Papuan hornbills can be found in 
captivity around the world, including 
in more than 25 European zoos. 
Until a few years ago, a handful of 
them could be seen in zoos in the 
United States, including at San Diego 
Zoo, Saint Louis Zoo, and Lincoln 
Park Zoo.  

Today, there are likely no more 
than 12-15 in the United States, 
none of which are living at 
zoos. Steve Duncan—founder 
and owner of Avian Resources, 
accomplished nature photographer, 
current National Avian Welfare 
Alliance president, former ASA 
president, interim president of 
the Organization of Professional 
Aviculturists, and wearer of multiple 
other hats—has, or has bred, four of 
these individuals. 

Steve has a breeding pair of R. p. 
ruficollis. The male is approximately 
30 years old and the female, 
formerly part of the San Diego Zoo 
collection, is approximately 10 years 
old. Paired in March of 2016, they 
went to nest a few months later, and 
hatched and parent-fed a chick that 
died in the nest at about a month 
of age.  The cause of death was not 
determined since the nest was not 
being disturbed by inspections. The 
following two years, the pair laid 
eggs but failed to hatch any. 

The life of a Papuan hornbill

Fruit, insects, and small animals 
make up the buffet of food items 
Papuan hornbills enjoy. And like 
other hornbills, females receive their 
meals by special delivery from their 
partners during the long incubation 
and nesting period when they are 
holed up in a large tree hollow 
about 50-100 feet above ground. 
The female first plasters herself in 
(sometimes with more or less help 
from the male depending on the 
individual pair) with a mixture of 
fruit and wood pulp, mud, and feces. 
Then she, and eventually her young 
chicks (usually two per clutch), 
are reliant on the male for their 
nutritional needs for several months. 

Papuan hornbills make a wide array 
of vocalizations, ranging from grunts 
and honks to the sort of tweets 
one might expect from a much 
smaller bird. As mentioned earlier, 
aside from their vocalizations, one 
of the most impressive sounds 
Papuan hornbills make is that of the 
powerful whoosh, whoosh of their 
wings while in flight. 

Socially, Papuan hornbills forage 
in pairs or family groups, but can 
also be seen in flocks of about 50 
members that break off from larger 
roosting groups made up of hundred 
of birds. 

https://www.zootierliste.de/en/index.php?klasse=2&ordnung=225&familie=22501&art=2200120
https://www.coraciiformestag.com/Hornbill/plicatus/plicatus.html
https://www.coraciiformestag.com/Hornbill/plicatus/plicatus.html
http://www.avianresources.com/about/
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Papuan hornbill (Rhyticeros plicatus) 
male, 30 years, and nest box.
Photo: Steve Duncan

It was decided to pull eggs for 
artificial incubation in 2019, which 
resulted in offspring for the first 
time—a male and a female hand-
reared from hatching. In 2020, again, 
two offspring (both males) were 
hand-reared after incubator hatching. 

While the offspring from 2019 
remain in Steve’s collection, one of 
the males born in 2020, Kokomo, 
is now an animal ambassador 
representing his species at the 
Embery Institute for Wildlife 
Conservation. The other, Teddy 
(Theodore Roosevelt), has his 
own fandom and is known and 
loved by many of our members 
who regularly see him showing off 
on ASA President Carol Stanley’s 
Facebook page. 

Breeding and care essentials 
 

Housing

Steve houses his pair of R. p. 
ruficollis in an aviary approximately 
30 feet by 15 feet and 10 feet high. 
A plywood nest box is provided that 
is about 20 square inches on the 
bottom and top and 36 inches high. 
As the nest box should be set near 
the top of the enclosure, this one 
is set about two feet from the top, 
with the bottom of it being five feet 
up off the ground.   

To accommodate the natural sealing 
in or mudding in nesting behavior 
described above, the front of the 
nest box is doubled ¾-inch plywood, 
but some two-by-fours were added 
around the entrance to give more 
surface to mud up. The entrance 
is about four inches wide and nine 
inches tall, with the bottom of the 
hole about eight inches up from the 
floor. Unlike most parrots, hornbills 
generally prefer a nest entrance that 
is located closer to the floor of the 
nesting chamber, which allows the 
female to be fed by the male while 
incubating and also allows her to 
defecate out of the nest. 

http://www.joanembery.com/papuan-hornbill.html
http://www.joanembery.com/papuan-hornbill.html
https://www.facebook.com/FlamingoLove
https://www.facebook.com/FlamingoLove
https://www.facebook.com/avianresources/videos/10208322847540423
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Diet & Rearing

With regards to diet, Steve has 
created a menu of nutritious food 
items that his birds enjoy, while some 
individual preferences for particular 
items can also be seen. 

Adults: The basic adult daily diet is 
chopped papaya and blueberries 
mixed with ZuPreem® Low-Iron 
Softbill Diet or Mazuri® Softbill Diet 
for Iron-Sensitive Birds. Other fruits, 
such as loquats, bananas, and grapes 
are added periodically. To this mix, a 
smaller amount of soaked cat kibble 
is added, along with small mice and 
superworms. The mice and worms 
are often ignored outside of the 
breeding season though. Also, the 
exact amounts and ratios of the food 
items will vary depending on factors, 
including individual preferences, 
gender, time of year (breeding vs. 
non-breeding), and activity level. 
Also, although hornbills get most, if 
not all, of the water they need in the 
food they eat, water is provided in 
large, relatively shallow containers 
and used by the birds for cleaning and 
cooling off.

Chicks: Hand-reared chicks are fed 
the same diet as the adults with the 
exception that newly hatched chicks 
are fed a version that has been turned 
into slurry in a blender with extra water 
to keep them hydrated. This is fed every 
two to three hours throughout the day. 
Chicks are not fed from about midnight 
to 7 AM since Steve likes to get a full 
night’s sleep! 

Once the chicks are around a week 
of age and growing steadily, they are 
transitioned to the adult (non-slurry) 
food. The chicks eagerly take this from 
hand or forceps. Hornbills can begin 
feeding themselves when they are 
very young, so at around three weeks 
of age, a bowl of food is provided in 
their brooder tub. 

Chicks are kept in plastic tubs until 
they are around seven or eight weeks 
of age when they are moved to a 
fledgling cage of three cubic feet. 
There, they can explore a bit more 
and begin perching. By this time, they 
have been self-feeding for several 
weeks, but they are still very happy to 
accept food given to them by hand. In 
fact, both Kokomo and Teddy seem to 
have something in common with the 
ancient Roman nobility. They continue 
to effectively employ their sweet, 
longing gaze on those who try to put 
a food bowl in front of them until they 
are hand fed by their family members!  

Once the chicks are ten to twelve 
weeks old and expertly hopping from 
perch to perch in the fledgling cage, 
they are moved to outdoor aviaries 
where they can stretch their huge 
wings and practice flying. 

Temperament and adaptability

Comparing the four Papuan hornbills 
that live with Steve (the breeding pair 
and the male and female that were 
born in 2019), as well as Kokomo 
(at the Embery Institute) and Teddy 

https://www.mybirdstore.com/PARROTS_TOUCANS-Zupreem_Low_Iron_Softbill_2.5_lb_Bag.html
https://www.mybirdstore.com/PARROTS_TOUCANS-Zupreem_Low_Iron_Softbill_2.5_lb_Bag.html
https://www.mazuri.com/bird/softbill-fe-sensitive
https://www.mazuri.com/bird/softbill-fe-sensitive
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(part of Carol Stanley’s family), it’s 
interesting to note the similarities and 
differences among them. 

All of the birds seem to share a 
desire to bond—either with their 
primary human caretaker(s) or with 
each other. Steve’s breeding pair 
showed an interest in each other as 
soon as they were placed in adjacent 
flights. The male immediately began 
offering food to the female through 
the wire divider. He probably hadn’t 
seen another of his kind in many 
years, so he was very anxious to 
make a good first impression with 
this lovely lady. Fortunately, she 
was very receptive to his offerings. 
The breeding aviary for this pair 
was under construction at the time, 
so they would wait a few months 
until it was completed before being 
placed together. They wasted no 
time after moving to their breeding 
flight on March 1, the female was 
beginning to mud-in on March 23, 
and was completely mudded in by 
March 30. 

Between the brother and sister that 
Steve has, he’s noted that they often 
sit side-by-side, especially at night. 
These two have been raised together 
and have never been separated, but 
they’ve also had minimal human 
interaction other than hand rearing. 
While not afraid of people, they are 
wary and try to keep their distance 
from any people that approach 
by moving to the back perches of 
their aviary or waiting until there’s 
nobody around before approaching 
the food bowls. 

Kokomo is likely exposed to the 
most diverse environment of all of 
his (hornbill) family members. His 
new family includes a vast range of 
humans and about thirty different 
species of animals that he sees and/
or hears regularly on the property, 
not including the wildlife all around. 
He lives ‘next door’ to the laughing 
kookaburra, and across from him is 
the red kangaroo. 

His caretakers include the facility 
manager, Pinky Wall, who sees 
Kokomo every day, as well as a 
scheduled rotation of staff and 
volunteers, since exposure to—and 
comfort with—a wide variety of both 
people and animals is important for all 
animal ambassadors’ well-being and 
safety during presentations. While 
Kokomo is constantly surrounded 
by and interacting with (visually and 
audibly) his animal family, he is most 
bonded with the Institute manger and 
a handful of the staff and volunteers. 

There are very few people he has not 
developed at least some degree of 
a relationship with, and even with 
those he is not particularly close to, 
he has never shown aggression—
rather, he will distance himself by 
flying to another perch in his spacious 
enclosure. For those of us fortunate 
enough to have developed a close 
bond with Kokomo, I can personally 
attest to his playful nature—he’s my 
personal hair stylist and he rings his 
bell when his barking or laughing 
vocalizations don’t get our attention—
and to his gentleness: he tweets like 
a tiny bird and will close his eyes and 
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The author (L) and Pinky with Kokomo, 
each of them wearing personalized 
embroidery created by Carol Stanley. 
Photo: Grace Sinclair

begin to slide off his perch when he’s 
‘in the zone’ while being pet.

Teddy, who lives in a U-shaped 
house with two standard poodles, 
a flamingo, and a bipedal mom and 
dad, has a very different physical 
and social reality from that of 
Steve’s birds and Kokomo. In fact, 
however, Carol and Teddy have 
unwittingly teamed up to create 
their own amusing and educational 
documentation of life in the Stanley 
household. As his own animal 
ambassador, Teddy has shown 
us how he bathes, stops to use 
a toothbrush between dunking 
for pinkies, trains for a career as 
a vintner, and rocks out to music 
while helping Carol organize her 
office (or at least he does a good job 
of overseeing her work!).  

While nothing beats getting to know 
a Papuan hornbill in person, you can 
enjoy the journey of getting to know 
these birds from afar by visiting the 
links within these pages. Physically, 
behaviorally, and socially, these are 
great birds for aviculture enthusiasts 
and professionals alike to watch and 
learn about. 

About the Author

Lisa Marun’s life purpose is to engage, 
empower, and inspire people to be more 
effective environmental stewards. Although 
her love of nature is deep and broad, her 
curiosity about the avian world began about 
twenty years ago when she began assisting 
in the care of a large and diverse private 
collection of birds. Lisa’s interest in Papuan 
hornbills is very personal. Thanks to Steve 
Duncan and Kokomo’s great patience, she was 
able to document much of Kokomo’s early 
development, and thanks to Joan Embery, Lisa 
continues to be bonded with Kokomo where 
she works at the Embery Institute for Wildlife 
Conservation.

Lisa is grateful to Steve Duncan for his 
feedback and his generous sharing of his 
Papuan hornbill expertise, as well as Carol 
Stanley for her support and input in the 
writing of this article. 

https://www.facebook.com/FlamingoLove
https://www.facebook.com/FlamingoLove
https://lisamarun.com/rock-mountain-birds/
https://lisamarun.com/rock-mountain-birds/
http://www.joanembery.com/papuan-hornbill.html
http://www.joanembery.com/papuan-hornbill.html
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Only two years ago, I described 
the (unplanned) hand rearing of a 
white-browed robin-chat (Cossypha 
heuglini), or Heuglin’s robin, in 
detail for you. From the hatching of 
a damaged egg in an incubator to a 
beautiful free-flying bird in our living 
room, that was Dodo’s story. Now 
this is Ringo’s story.

An enthusiastic robin-chat arrives

This year, I was again surprised by a 
similar situation. My pair of snowy-
crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) were still brooding late 
in the year. I placed a loose newly-
arrived cock snowy-crowned robin-

Ringo
The Tale of Two Chatty Robin-chats

Lou Megens

chat in an adjacent aviary with a 
hen who had recently lost her mate. 
Though adjacent, the two aviaries 
are out of sight of one another. 

The new male robin-chat was clearly 
enthusiastic and sang all day long. 
Apparently, that affected not only 
his new aviary mate, but also the 
neighboring brooding couple. Before 
long, two couples were singing! 

Since I hardly saw the brooding hen 
during the entire incubation period, 
but now suddenly saw her singing 
on a perch just one day before the 
anticipated hatching, I performed a 
nest check-up. The two eggs I found 

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha niveicapilla) Photo: Lou Megens
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were cold as stone! I was really 
convinced that life was no longer 
possible and opened one egg to see 
at what stage the embryo had died. 
A nearly fully grown embryo with a 
small outer yolk sac lay in the palm 
of my hand. Probably because of the 
contact with my body heat, I saw a 
slight movement! 

Persevering despite the odds

Feeling guilty because I judged that 
the arrival of a new, very vocal bird 
had likely disrupted the brooding 
pair with its infectious enthusiasm, 
I wondered if I might be able to 
limit the extent of the negative 
consequences. As the brooding pair 
would not breed again, I decided to 
try to salvage one, if not both, of the 
chicks. 

With the incubator at 37.6 °C, I 
quickly put both the chick whose 
egg I’d opened and the cold egg in 
it. As expected, the chick died quite 
quickly. I didn’t have much hope 
for the egg, either. Even if it could 
still hatch, I thought it wouldn’t be 
healthy. But after 20 hours, the egg 
hatched and a tiny chick squirmed 
in the palm of my hand! It was 
September 23. We called him Ringo.

With perseverence, I did my best 
to try to make this chick’s survival a 
success story. For the first five days, 
I fed it NutriBird A19 High Energy 
paste. It contains the probiotics 
and enzymes that are absolutely 
necessary for young birds in their 

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) eggs. Photo: Lou Megens

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) chick day zero.
 Photo: Lou Megens

https://www.versele-laga.com/en/be/nutribird/products/nutribird-a19highenergy
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first days. I kept the temperature 
at 37.6 °C and immediately placed 
the chick in a coconut fiber nest for 
the necessary grip and support. Oh, 
yeah—and I fed Ringo as much as he 
would eat every hour from 6 AM to 
9 PM. 

After those first five days, I switched 
Ringo’s diet to moist, homemade 
egg food with pinkies, buffalo/lesser 
mealworms, and crickets, which 
were supplemented with Avian 
TrioVit-Nutriboost multivitamins and 
minerals. He also regularly ate white 
(just shed) mealworms, dusted with 
Gistocal for the added vitamins, 
minerals, and resistance to illness. 
His stools were always well formed, 
and he never had diarrhea (which 
Dodo experienced while I raised 
him). 

As soon as Ringo’s feather shafts 
came through, I gradually lowered 

the temperature. As the weather 
became more mild, I left the 
incubator off during the day—it 
never got colder than 20 °C in 
the living room anyway. At night, 
the incubator was still on at a 
comfortable 25 °C. 

Ringo sings his tune

Ringo grew rapidly and, of course, 
became very affectionate. On day 
8, he was ringed with a 3.8 mm 

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) chick day one.
 Photo: Lou Megens

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) chick day eight.
 Photo: Lou Megens

https://www.aves-avian.com/avian-triovit-nutriboost-2+skunetweight-250~g
https://www.aves-avian.com/avian-triovit-nutriboost-2+skunetweight-250~g
https://www.beaphar.com/product/gistocal-6
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Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) chick day 11
Photo: Lou Megens

Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha 
niveicapilla) chick day twenty. 
Photo: Lou Megens

closed ring. Within two weeks, he 
left the nest, and at 13 days, he was 
already on a perch roosting! At three 
weeks, he independently ate both 
live buffalo and white mealworms! 
Incredibly fast! 

I took a picture daily to document 
Ringo’s progress. Now (October 
23), he is one month old and is 
completely comfortable with me and 
my wife, and he regularly spends 
time on our heads and shoulders. 
Usually, he flies freely in the living 
room. When I sit on the couch next 
to my wife and we chat a bit, Ringo 
joins in and starts mumbling his 
tune. That is why I know for sure 
that he is a male. So, in addition to 
Dodo, Ringo is now also a keeper in 
our colorful household!

Lou Megens has been caring 
for, breeding, photographing, 
and writing about birds since his 
early youth. Born in the Brabant 
Valkenswaard,Netherlands, Lou has 
expertise in European aviculture that 
he has shared in many publications, 
including three books written in 
Dutch: Europese cultuurvogels in 
opmars, ‘t Jaar rond, and Dappere 
Dodo. You can see what Lou is up to 
on his Facebook page.

https://www.bol.com/nl/p/europese-cultuurvogels-in-opmars/1001004007495448/
https://www.bol.com/nl/p/europese-cultuurvogels-in-opmars/1001004007495448/
https://www.bookspot.nl/boeken/t-jaar-rond-9789058216328
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100005535309605
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Snowy-crowned robin-chats (Cossypha niveicapilla) chick day thirty. 
Photo: Lou Megens
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T-shirt .................................$35
Sweatshirt ........................$45
Polo shirt ...........................$42

Plus shipping and handling

Order: headbirdbrain@aviculture.tv
See our Feathered Nest facebook 
page at: https://www.facebook.com/
Feathered-Nest-102431834905723

Watch for additional offerings and one-
of-a-kind items to benefit the Mabula  
Ground Hornbill Project. 

mailto:headbirdbrain%40aviculture.tv%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
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Jim Sorenson, Birds in shoes. Jim’s 
Maribou stork in shoes pretty well 
sums up the vibe of 2020. 

About
I enjoy nature and adding 
something out of the ordinary. All 
my drawings are available online 
here.

https://www.facebook.com/jim.sorensen777 
https://www.redbubble.com/shop/?query=jim%20sorensen%20birds%20in%20shoes%20series&ref=search_box


Scientists thought only male birds sang - 
until women joined the research
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Bird Brains Are Far More Humanlike Than Once Thought

More bird from the Internet
Just click on the birdie

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/09/women-biology-sex-gender-birds-stem-female/?fbclid=IwAR0ZREaIQ94euYUL7kRBtgEiKetPOJcacmSp2PmzudjxgS2X8cm2JnczhHk
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/bird-brains-are-far-more-humanlike-than-once-thought/?fbclid=IwAR0A91XZ7NCe6s59vPg6f3OxG5hWQlI7sPBtxCvLPC2mRNmFD-RzPSiptXk


Guy Built A Bird Feeder That Accepts Bottle Caps For Food, 
And These Wild Magpies Love It

ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

21 

Injured crow recovers after being rescued by tugboat captain near Tofino

https://www.boredpanda.com/magpies-recycling-machine-bottle-caps/?fbclid=IwAR1YDx1doP-JAR_kLbexUGo32OP_70CICIzmJo__IbwtcaJPBpeLkXTg1oY&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=organic
https://www.cheknews.ca/so-incredibly-kind-tugboat-captain-rescues-badly-injured-crow-from-ocean-off-tofino-729987/
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Help ABC protect wild birds and their habitats with a 1:1 Match!

A Ghost in the North – the disappearance of 
Gray-headed Chickadee in North America

https://abcbirds.org/donate/fall-appeal-book-offer/?sl_tc=fdfbacq
https://ebird.org/ak/news/a-ghost-in-the-north?fbclid=IwAR1fcqanA5OvzpjjfEfp_TlXsU-4jReixXOcrI7J4gltKG5FKadqL4I3JeU
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These Amazing Images Show How Good Bird Camouflage Can Be

Cognitive performance of four-months-old ravens may parallel adult apes

https://www.audubon.org/news/these-amazing-images-show-how-good-bird-camouflage-can-be?fbclid=IwAR1DzI21g12W7lcaPEtsmYKaEr0PtDSpVyHKyoUw9oSfGa44DfQ1gmesvSw
https://phys.org/news/2020-12-cognitive-four-months-old-ravens-parallel-adult.html?fbclid=IwAR0acNYfgn6CzKzaKeSfDxI9qfiRGyKXDLbm2K3KuixuwLlJGMHKt0FWOsw
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Family time
Breeding starts in spring and takes 

place in large cavities in trees or 
in crevices in cliffs. Occasionally the 
birds will dig out a hollow in an earth 
bank or a donga, the only known  
cases of hornbills excavating their 
own nests. The same site will often be 
used for many years. Unlike other hornbills, breeding female ground-hornbills are not sealed into the cavity 
during nesting. The typical clutch is two eggs and only the alpha female breeds, fed by other group mem-
bers. The eggs hatch up to 14 days apart and the second-hatched chick usually dies of starvation within a 
few days, unable to compete with its larger sibling.

All older group members defend the nest, even mobbing predators as formidable as lions and  
leo pards if they approach too closely, while a Verreaux’s Eagle was killed by five group members when it 
passed too close to a nest. Breeding success is naturally low. At best, groups fledge only a single chick every 
two or three years, though perhaps more typically every five to 10 years. Fledged youngsters are fed by 
group members until they are about two years old. Full adult appearance is attained at four to six years and 
birds in captivity only begin breeding when they are at least eight years old. In the wild they are probably 
much older, as they first need to achieve alpha breeding social status. Adults are long-lived; a captive bird 
survived to 66 years. 

Cultural icon
These compelling birds feature promi-

nently in African lore. They are famed 
as makers of rain, and not just of drizzle 
but of downpours, reflecting the percep-
tion of them as creatures of unusual 
potency. Other associations, rooted in 
the bird’s dignified demeanour, relate to 
wisdom and to promoting calmness in 
people of agitated disposition. Based on 
its tight familial bonds, the species is also 
seen as a protector of home and kin. Its 
unforgettable call holds a special place 
in folklore and is widely interpreted as 
repetitive bickering between spouses. 
However, the awe in which this bird is 
held easily turns to dread and it can  
signify bad tidings. 

B i r d  o f  t h e  Y e a r  2 0 1 7

ZaCk rheeder

Weighing in
Southern Ground-Hornbills are avian giants and the world’s largest hornbill. Males weigh 

about 4.2 kilograms and females about 3.3 kilograms. The beak is long and decurved, with 
a raised casque at the base of the upper mandible, as in all hornbills. The bare skin of the face 
and throat is bright red, but females (and some males) show blue markings on the upper 
throat. The bird’s pale yellow eyes are fringed by long, broad lashes that provide both shade 
and protection. Its plumage is entirely black except for pure white primaries and upper  
primary coverts that are normally only visible when the hornbill takes flight. 

dual nationality   
Its range stretches across 14 countries in East, 

Central and southern Africa, from Kenya in 
the north to South Africa in the south. Its status 
is least well known in Angola, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and northern Mozambique. 
An inhabitant of woodland as well as grassland 
areas that are completely treeless, it is the horn-
bill species least reliant on wooded cover.

southern ground-hornBill

Helping hands
This species usually lives in territorial groups of three to five birds, although groups as large 

as 12 have been recorded. Group territories vary widely, from 6–10 square kilometres in 
private conservation areas adjacent to the Kruger National Park to 200 square kilometres on 
private farmland in the Limpopo Valley. 

The core of the group comprises an alpha pair, while other group members are offspring of 
varying ages from previous breeding attempts by the dominant pair. They help to defend their 
permanent territory and to feed the female and any newly produced young. Most older help-
ers are males, as the older females disperse to seek breeding opportunities elsewhere. This is 
the largest bird species in the world to show such cooperative breeding.

Bushveld baritones
The start of each day is typically heralded with a deep and rhythmic booming chorus given by all older group members and it can be 

heard up to five kilometres away. The long trachea and, in particular, the large inflatable throat sacs probably play a key role in the  
production of these impressive vocalisations, which give rise to one of its colloquial names, the thunderbird (it’s also known as the rainbird).

on the menu
The ground-hornbill’s diet is diverse and comprises any small  

animals the hornbills can overpower. Invertebrates feature promi-
nently, especially grasshoppers, beetles, termites, mopane worms,  
spiders, solifugids and scorpions, but also molluscs, centipedes and 
millipedes, earthworms and crustaceans. Vertebrate prey includes 
hares, mongooses, squirrels, rodents, snakes (even venomous species), 
lizards and chameleons, tortoises and turtles, and frogs and toads.  
Avian prey is also taken, and the hornbills raid nests for eggs and 
chicks. They occasionally take carrion.

The  beak, paired with the powerful neck, is a devastating weapon 
used for stabbing, grasping, bludgeoning and crushing prey. It is also 
used to dig for prey, especially in dry conditions. Larger prey is hunt-
ed by group members in unison and then ripped apart. To capture 
flushed prey, the hornbills follow herds of ungulates and are attracted 
to fires. Like most other hornbills, they never drink from open water 
and receive their hydration through their prey.

Bird of the Year 2020 Bucorvus leadbeateri

seCond ChanCes
The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project (www.ground-hornbill.

org.za) is the BirdLife South Africa Species Guardian for this 
threatened bird and coordinates conservation efforts through-
out its range. A key conservation strategy involves rearing in 
captivity second-hatched wild chicks that would otherwise 
naturally perish. These naive youngsters are re-wilded in ‘bush 
schools’ where they are mentored by wild free-roaming groups 
until they are bush-savvy enough to form independent sub-
populations.

Some wild groups, and even populations, are limited by the 
availability of suitable nest sites, so artificial nests are being 
provided and these enhance breeding success.

The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project also spearheads measures to mitigate direct threats. These include 
minimising risks from poisoning and electrocutions, and screening window panes in susceptible buildings 
to elimin ate reflections. Re-introduced birds are vaccinated against Newcastle disease. Perhaps the most 
crucial aspect of the project is an intensive awareness programme that focuses on increasing local commu-
nities’ understanding of the importance and vulnerability of this wonderful bird.
TEXT BY DAVID ALLAN

Boom or bust?
This unique species has decreased throughout its range. Rwanda, Burundi, Swaziland and to some extent Malawi now support only rem-

nant populations restricted to tiny protected areas. Kenya, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa boast larger populations, but 
the species has lost 70–90 per cent of its ori ginal range in some of these states and is now common only in large protected areas. The global 
conservation status of this hornbill is considered Vulnerable, but Endangered in South Africa, Swaziland and Namibia. 

These birds face a wide array of threats. Habitat loss and degradation through extensive crop farming, commercial afforestation, high  
human densities, bush encroachment, over- and undergrazing, erosion and climate change expel the birds from their ancestral grounds.  
Indirect poisoning through baits set for mammalian predators is a particularly pervasive peril. Lead poisoning from swallowing spent am-
munition is a recently appreciated danger, and this is yet another species at risk from electrical infrastructure, with reported electro cutions 
at transformer boxes. Re-introduced birds are susceptible to Newcastle disease. Harvesting for traditional use and the zoo trade exerts  
further pressure on Southern Ground-Hornbills.

One threat is peculiar to the species. On noticing their reflection in windows when foraging close to buildings, the hornbills peck at the 
glass, typically shattering it. In one instance, 150 windows were broken in a single morning at a rural school. Understandably, this can elicit 
retribution from aggrieved parties.

alBert froneman

Chris van rooYen

hugh Chittenden

hugh Chittenden

hugh Chittenden

maBula ground hornBill ProJeCt

maBula ground hornBill ProJeCt

This African Gray Parrot Is the First Animal To Ever Ask an Existential Question

Incredible condor soared for 100 miles without flapping its wings

https://mymodernmet.com/alex-the-african-gray-parrot/?fbclid=IwAR0rhfiisoNYyIZLOyrkbFSq0KGOeBZykaOwXcVqIQCxlWyqnFGrv4lxQXo
https://www.cnet.com/news/incredible-condor-soared-for-100-miles-without-flapping-its-wings/?fbclid=IwAR29aXsSAEhiLCxL8wFGxloV1HqtopJ810zToM2jK6BBGXl0LcCwAgDtlIM
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Breeding starts in spring and takes 
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in crevices in cliffs. Occasionally the 
birds will dig out a hollow in an earth 
bank or a donga, the only known  
cases of hornbills excavating their 
own nests. The same site will often be 
used for many years. Unlike other hornbills, breeding female ground-hornbills are not sealed into the cavity 
during nesting. The typical clutch is two eggs and only the alpha female breeds, fed by other group mem-
bers. The eggs hatch up to 14 days apart and the second-hatched chick usually dies of starvation within a 
few days, unable to compete with its larger sibling.

All older group members defend the nest, even mobbing predators as formidable as lions and  
leo pards if they approach too closely, while a Verreaux’s Eagle was killed by five group members when it 
passed too close to a nest. Breeding success is naturally low. At best, groups fledge only a single chick every 
two or three years, though perhaps more typically every five to 10 years. Fledged youngsters are fed by 
group members until they are about two years old. Full adult appearance is attained at four to six years and 
birds in captivity only begin breeding when they are at least eight years old. In the wild they are probably 
much older, as they first need to achieve alpha breeding social status. Adults are long-lived; a captive bird 
survived to 66 years. 

Cultural icon
These compelling birds feature promi-

nently in African lore. They are famed 
as makers of rain, and not just of drizzle 
but of downpours, reflecting the percep-
tion of them as creatures of unusual 
potency. Other associations, rooted in 
the bird’s dignified demeanour, relate to 
wisdom and to promoting calmness in 
people of agitated disposition. Based on 
its tight familial bonds, the species is also 
seen as a protector of home and kin. Its 
unforgettable call holds a special place 
in folklore and is widely interpreted as 
repetitive bickering between spouses. 
However, the awe in which this bird is 
held easily turns to dread and it can  
signify bad tidings. 

B i r d  o f  t h e  Y e a r  2 0 1 7

ZaCk rheeder

Weighing in
Southern Ground-Hornbills are avian giants and the world’s largest hornbill. Males weigh 

about 4.2 kilograms and females about 3.3 kilograms. The beak is long and decurved, with 
a raised casque at the base of the upper mandible, as in all hornbills. The bare skin of the face 
and throat is bright red, but females (and some males) show blue markings on the upper 
throat. The bird’s pale yellow eyes are fringed by long, broad lashes that provide both shade 
and protection. Its plumage is entirely black except for pure white primaries and upper  
primary coverts that are normally only visible when the hornbill takes flight. 

dual nationality   
Its range stretches across 14 countries in East, 

Central and southern Africa, from Kenya in 
the north to South Africa in the south. Its status 
is least well known in Angola, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and northern Mozambique. 
An inhabitant of woodland as well as grassland 
areas that are completely treeless, it is the horn-
bill species least reliant on wooded cover.

southern ground-hornBill

Helping hands
This species usually lives in territorial groups of three to five birds, although groups as large 

as 12 have been recorded. Group territories vary widely, from 6–10 square kilometres in 
private conservation areas adjacent to the Kruger National Park to 200 square kilometres on 
private farmland in the Limpopo Valley. 

The core of the group comprises an alpha pair, while other group members are offspring of 
varying ages from previous breeding attempts by the dominant pair. They help to defend their 
permanent territory and to feed the female and any newly produced young. Most older help-
ers are males, as the older females disperse to seek breeding opportunities elsewhere. This is 
the largest bird species in the world to show such cooperative breeding.

Bushveld baritones
The start of each day is typically heralded with a deep and rhythmic booming chorus given by all older group members and it can be 

heard up to five kilometres away. The long trachea and, in particular, the large inflatable throat sacs probably play a key role in the  
production of these impressive vocalisations, which give rise to one of its colloquial names, the thunderbird (it’s also known as the rainbird).

on the menu
The ground-hornbill’s diet is diverse and comprises any small  

animals the hornbills can overpower. Invertebrates feature promi-
nently, especially grasshoppers, beetles, termites, mopane worms,  
spiders, solifugids and scorpions, but also molluscs, centipedes and 
millipedes, earthworms and crustaceans. Vertebrate prey includes 
hares, mongooses, squirrels, rodents, snakes (even venomous species), 
lizards and chameleons, tortoises and turtles, and frogs and toads.  
Avian prey is also taken, and the hornbills raid nests for eggs and 
chicks. They occasionally take carrion.

The  beak, paired with the powerful neck, is a devastating weapon 
used for stabbing, grasping, bludgeoning and crushing prey. It is also 
used to dig for prey, especially in dry conditions. Larger prey is hunt-
ed by group members in unison and then ripped apart. To capture 
flushed prey, the hornbills follow herds of ungulates and are attracted 
to fires. Like most other hornbills, they never drink from open water 
and receive their hydration through their prey.

Bird of the Year 2020 Bucorvus leadbeateri

seCond ChanCes
The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project (www.ground-hornbill.

org.za) is the BirdLife South Africa Species Guardian for this 
threatened bird and coordinates conservation efforts through-
out its range. A key conservation strategy involves rearing in 
captivity second-hatched wild chicks that would otherwise 
naturally perish. These naive youngsters are re-wilded in ‘bush 
schools’ where they are mentored by wild free-roaming groups 
until they are bush-savvy enough to form independent sub-
populations.

Some wild groups, and even populations, are limited by the 
availability of suitable nest sites, so artificial nests are being 
provided and these enhance breeding success.

The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project also spearheads measures to mitigate direct threats. These include 
minimising risks from poisoning and electrocutions, and screening window panes in susceptible buildings 
to elimin ate reflections. Re-introduced birds are vaccinated against Newcastle disease. Perhaps the most 
crucial aspect of the project is an intensive awareness programme that focuses on increasing local commu-
nities’ understanding of the importance and vulnerability of this wonderful bird.
TEXT BY DAVID ALLAN

Boom or bust?
This unique species has decreased throughout its range. Rwanda, Burundi, Swaziland and to some extent Malawi now support only rem-

nant populations restricted to tiny protected areas. Kenya, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa boast larger populations, but 
the species has lost 70–90 per cent of its ori ginal range in some of these states and is now common only in large protected areas. The global 
conservation status of this hornbill is considered Vulnerable, but Endangered in South Africa, Swaziland and Namibia. 

These birds face a wide array of threats. Habitat loss and degradation through extensive crop farming, commercial afforestation, high  
human densities, bush encroachment, over- and undergrazing, erosion and climate change expel the birds from their ancestral grounds.  
Indirect poisoning through baits set for mammalian predators is a particularly pervasive peril. Lead poisoning from swallowing spent am-
munition is a recently appreciated danger, and this is yet another species at risk from electrical infrastructure, with reported electro cutions 
at transformer boxes. Re-introduced birds are susceptible to Newcastle disease. Harvesting for traditional use and the zoo trade exerts  
further pressure on Southern Ground-Hornbills.

One threat is peculiar to the species. On noticing their reflection in windows when foraging close to buildings, the hornbills peck at the 
glass, typically shattering it. In one instance, 150 windows were broken in a single morning at a rural school. Understandably, this can elicit 
retribution from aggrieved parties.

alBert froneman

Chris van rooYen

hugh Chittenden

hugh Chittenden

hugh Chittenden

maBula ground hornBill ProJeCt

maBula ground hornBill ProJeCt

APNR Ground Hornbill Project 
Click for video

Ultra-Rare Dwarf Kingfisher Fledgling Photographed for the Very First Time

https://www.facebook.com/GroundHornbillResearch/videos/2575809409210675
https://www.esquiremag.ph/long-reads/features/photos-philippine-dwarf-kingfisher-a00293-20200313?fbclid=IwAR3trYfG2LHN8XyQwjfDycEF1wLsa10p21MGKQhrA3UESLJvbcPkusOtf5I


Go to hari.ca 

• Micro-ground peanut & multi-grain baby 
bird formula

• Premium daily nutrition for hatchling to 
fledgling age

• Optimum gelatinization and nutrient density 
for gut motility

• Multiple sources of protein for impeccable 
feather growth

• Balanced and safe levels of calcium & 
vitamin D

• Quick to prepare and does not clump

• Easy to clean and does not stick to feathers

• No artificial preservatives, colours, 
or flavours

• Every batch undergoes 3-step Quality 
Control Process – with final feeding trials 
on live parrots at the HARI facility.

HAND-FEEDING FORMULA

 © HAGEN GROUP 2019 | All Rights Reserved

Sold and Recommended Worldwide by Top Vets, Breeders 
and Avian Specialty Stores.

OPTIMAL PROTEIN LEVELEASY TO PREPARE HIGH CALORIC DENSITY

Since 1987, three generations of parrot species 
bred and raised on Tropican!

Available sizes: 
B2259 (400 g/0.88 lb), 

B2263 (2 kg/4.4 lb), 
B2262 (5 kg/11 lb)
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Who’s Your Daddy?

Stumped?  See answer on page 30

http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/ 
Homes for Animal Heroes is the first and largest nationwide network for 
rehoming research dogs that supports biomedical progress and all of the 
heroes who make it possible. It’s time for transparency and time for us 
to share our love for animals and people…with the world. Thank you for 
supporting our vision of truth!

Photo: Lisa Marun

http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/ 
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PLEASE DONATE NOW
Help us keep Frank S. Todd’s memory alive by continuing the tradition he started with 
the first Avicultural Society of America Educational Conference. Frank developed the 
conference and, for many years, arranged for speakers from around the world to attend 
and make presentations. 
Your donation will allow ASA to continue the tradition and help with travel expenses 
for our conference speakers.  http://asabirds.org/frank-s-todd-memorial-fund/

In honour of our friend, colleague, and author, Frank Todd, Hancock House 
is pleased to commit a percentage of all revenues of books sold through our 
website to the Frank Todd Memorial Foundation to continue to promote the 
work Frank spent much of his life striving towards wildlife conservation and 
education.
You can purchase Ducks, Geese & Swans of North America: Identification Guide 
at: https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/
north-american-ducks-geese-swans

https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
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Organization 
of

Professional
Aviculturists

Fighting for your right to 

keep birds!

OPA 
PO Box 673 
Lakeland FL 33802 

 
OR 
 

paypal 
opabirds@gate.net

Video: https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM

Join or donate

https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM
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The slender-billed parakeet, also called 
the long-billed parakeet (Enicognathus 
leptorhynchus), is a medium size South 
American parrot. It belongs to the 
smaller long-tailed Arinae (macaws 
and parakeets). It is known by the local 
common name choroy.

Distribution and habitat
The slender-billed parakeet is 
endemic to southern Chile. Its 
natural habitat is temperate forests, 
and its range stretches from 
central Chile, at the level of Mount 
Aconcagua, down to the island of 
Chiloé and the continental section 
of the country. The birds are social 
and flock together in large numbers. 
They are not especially afraid of 

humans, and the sighting of flocks 
in urban areas is not uncommon.

The species is reported to be locally 
common and is in the IUCN Red list 
category Least Concern.

 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Who’s Your Daddy?Who’s Your Daddy?
From page 27, Answer: 

Slender-billed parakeet (Enicognathus leptorhynchus)

Slender-billed parakeet (Enicognathus leptorhynchus) Photo: Lisa Marun
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2021 EVENTS

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE - AFA’s 45th 
Annual Educational Conference and Avian Expo will be 
held August 12-14, 2021  
Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport More info on www.
afabirds.org

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA - ASA’s 15th 
Annual Education Conference Fall 2021 
vwww.asabirds.org

Let us know of your avicultural event to be posted on 
our Events page at:

info@asabirds.org



ASA Affiliations
The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:

American Dove Association
American Federation of Aviculture

LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance        

National Finch and Softbill Society  
Saudi Federation of Parrots Aviculture

Zoological Association of America

New Members
Denise DeGood 
Amana, IL 

Karen Kurd 
Dubuque, IA 

Wendy Hanson 
Hudson, WI

John Gregory 
Alexandria, VA 

Denise Knight-Trevor 
Brentwood, CA 

Jan Faresielli 
Escalon, CA 

Adam Whisenant 
Atlanta, GA 

Nancy Forrester 
Key West FL

Feray J Baskin 
Bloomington IN

Margaret Yorio 
Poway CA

Paul Lepiane 
Ojai CA

Chester Moore 
Orange TX

Lori Gaskin 
Goleta CA

Christopher Marley 
Salem OR

Beau Parks Valley 
Center, CA

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)

Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on the latest 
membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA MEMBER CLUBS
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Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755   

www.ccasbirds.com

Contra Costa Avian Society
P.O. Box 23115  Pleasant Hill, CA  94523

www.contracostaaviansociety.org

Acadiana Bird Club
480 Almonaster Dr  Youngsville, LA  70592

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Seedcracker Society Inc
P.O. Box 26899  Mesa, AZ  85214

Long Beach Bird Breeders
6444 Spring St # 132  

Long Beach, CA  90815
longbeachbirdbreeders@gmail.com

Orange County Bird Breeders 
www.ocbirdbreeders.org

Fort Worth Bird Club
P.O. Box 1712  Keller, TX  76244
fwbc@fortworthbirdclub.com 

Finch Society of San Diego County
4256 10 Ave  San Diego, CA  92103
www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 



Joe Carvahlo, Shingle Springs, CA
Terry Clare, Vista, CA

John Del Rio, Del Rio Aviaries, 
Idaho

Madge Decker, Long Beach, CA
Richard Dickinson, Sun City, AZ

Bob Ervin, Alta Loma, CA
Lauri Grigg, Houston, TX
Gene Hall, San Diego, CA

Sherilyn Hanna, Exotic Endeavors, 
Moorpark, CA

Richard Heebner, Worcester, PA
Sally Huntington, San Diego, CA

Tiffany Latino, Roseville, CA

Linda & Bill Nichelmann, Citrus Heights, CA
Wade Plouvier, Jacksonville, NC

Arnold & Debbie Schouten, Port Angeles, WA
Carol Stanley, Rancho Cordova, CA

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL

ASA SUSTAINING Members
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PATRON
Diane Bock, Pacific Palisades, CA

Pamela Bompart,   Jefferson City, MT 
Roger Bringas, Mutations Unlimited,                

N. Hollywood, CA
Mike Chiaromonte, Consolidated Seed & Pet 

Inc., Buena Park, CA
Bill Coleman, Carpenteria, CA

Jennifer & Alex Culp, Huntington Beach, CA
Caroll Daunis, Fallbrook, CA

Sheldon L. Dingle, editor, author, Alhambra, CA
Steve Duncan, Avian Resources, San Dimas, CA

M. Jean Hessler, graphic artist,  Huron, OH
Clint & Marcelle Hufford, Fountain Valley, CA
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens, 

Fallbrook, CA
Dave & Tammy Kramer, DJ Feathers Aviary, Fairfax, VA

Mitsuo Kuribara, Sayama City, Japan
Ivo Lazzeroni, West Covina, CA

Bruce Leach, Leach Grain & Milling Co., Downey, CA
Wendy Maclean Soderman, Huntington Beach, CA

Sigie Meyer, El Monte, CA

Frank Miser, Jr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Riverside, CA
Frank Miser, Sr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA
Connie & Mickey Ollson, Wildlife World Zoo & 

Aquarium, Litchfield Park, AZ
Dick Schroeder, Avian Enterprises, Escondido, CA

Wm. N Smith, C.T.C., Inc., Los Angeles, CA
Helen Teunissen, Riverside, CA

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Lori Ables, Trona, CA

Eric Antheunisse, Cedar Hill Birds, Acampo, CA
Laurie Baker, Feathered Follies, Concord, CA

Sarah Brabbs, West Branch Aviary, Shreveport, LA
Earlene Douglas, Reno, NV

Scott Karlene, Bloomfield, MI
Phyllis Levine, Seal Beach, CA

Julie Murad, Elizabeth, CO
Mary Nogare, Snoqualmie, WA

Michele Raffin, Los Altos, CA
Natasha Schischakin, Houston, TX
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