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				    President’s Message

Greetings, fellow Aviculturists:
 
I am especially elated with this issue featuring Isolee Smith’s Gillis Grove Birds.
 
Isolee is an incredible, strong woman who built some of the finest aviaries that 
rivaled those found in zoos.
 
Extremely knowledgeable aviculturist that Isolee is, spending time with her was 
a gift and I left with tidbits of the avicultural practices she refined at Gillis Grove 
Birds.
 
Tragically, it came to an end with the passing of Isolee’s husband, Sandy, 
concurrently with her own health challenges at the time. How heart wrenching it 
must have been to have to part with her entire collection. I feel very lucky to have 
spent time with Isolee and to have taken the photos shared here. I hope you are 
able to share some of the joy and magic that Isolee and Gillis Grove Birds have 
been to me.
 
The recent lightening of COVID-19 restrictions in many places is a welcome sign 
things may be getting back to normal. Well, not really normal…but at least new 
norm.
 
A strange thing happened to me recently when I went to order bird leg 
bands. L&M had an 8 to 10 week backlog. They explained they have been hit 
unexpectedly with orders, especially for small birds, such as conures. Hopefully, 
this hasn’t affected any of our readers adversely. The window for comfortably 
banding birds is a tight one.
 
A decision for our next conference has not been made yet. We are, however, 
holding elections in October 2021. Please consider becoming a paying member, 
if you aren’t already, so that you can vote! Announcements will be made once a 
ballot is finalized.
 
Stay safe and take care,
 
 
Carol Stanley,
President, YOUR Avicultural Society of America



ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

3 

Officers & Staff
President
Carol Stanley 	 925-698-0191
Vice-President
Sally Huntington
Secretary
Kimberly Robertson	 krobertson@safariwest.com
Treasurer
Mary Rose		  maryd4_8@msn.com

Board of Directors
Sarah Brabbs	 sbrabbs@gmail.com
Roger Bringas	 rogerbringas@gmail.com
Roland Cristo	 rcristo@sbcglobal.net
Steve Duncan  	 909-599-7577 
Sheri Hanna  	 turacoldy@aol.com 
		  805-208-1759
Rick Rosenthal	 rickatbnb@aol.com
Dick Schroeder	 760 743.3156 	
	 dick.schroeder.911@gmail.com	
Aviculture Apprentice Program 
Kimberly Robertson	 krobertson@safariwest.com
Director
Carol Stanley 	 925-698-0191
Board Advisor
Genny Wall  	 949-859-0861
Web Master
Steve Duncan  	 909-599-7577
www.asabirds.org

Legislative Liaison Officer
Laurella Desborough  	 904-291-9043
Membership Committee
Sarah Brabbs			 
Steve Duncan  	 909-599-7577
Conference Coordinators
Steve Duncan  	 909-599-7577
Carol Stanley	 925-698-0191
Editorial Panel
Susie Christian	 winged1s@aol.com
		  805-772-2038
Steve Duncan  	 909-599-7577
Sheri Hanna  	 805-208-1759
Lisa Marun
Carol Stanley, Art Director 925-698-0191
Lisa Woodworth	                  templeaviaries@gmail.com
AFA Delegates
Steve Duncan 		  909-599-7577
Carol Stanley		  925-698-0191

Lifetime Honorary Members
Frank Miser  	Dick Schroeder  Steve Duncan
Conference Raffle Coordinators
Richard Dickinson 		  623-544-6973 
		  408-313-4986 		                           		 		  rgdickinson@yahoo.com	Mary Rose		  maryd4_8@msn.com

ASA Yahoo Email Group
Did you know ASA has an email group? It’s easy to join. Email: 
asabirds-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and you will start getting messages.

Like Us on Facebook
ASA has several pages on facebook. “Like” them all!
•	 Avicultural Society of America: https://www.facebook.com/asabirds
•	 ASA Conference: https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Aviculture-

Conference-324481397748582/timeline/
•	 ASA Bulletin: https://www.facebook.com/groups/asabulletin/

Avicultural Bulletin  [USPS  925-380]  ISSN 0567-2856 is published bi-monthly by the Avicultural 
Society  of America, Inc., PO Box to 1719 Fallbrook, CA 92028. The ASA e-Bulletins may be viewed 
on our website: www.asabirds.org/asa-bulletin/bulletin-archives/
 
The Society year begins the month following receipt of payment for membership: 1 yr. $25.00, 
foreign countries, please add $8.00 to cover postage. Remit in U.S. funds. 
The editor reserves the right to edit or reject all material. The material is the opinion of the 
authors and does not necessarily reflect the opinions or endorsement of the Society, the 
Avicultural Bulletin, or its editors. Reproduction in whole or part without permission is prohibited.
Disclaimer: The Avicultural Society of America, Inc., the Avicultural Bulletin and its editor assume no 
responsibility for omission of ads, article material, or advertisers’ claims or the quality of their products.

mailto:winged1s@aol.com
mailto:templeaviaries@gmail.com
mailto:rgdickinson@yahoo.com
mailto:asabirds-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
https://www.facebook.com/asabirds
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Aviculture-Conference-324481397748582/timeline
https://www.facebook.com/ASA-Aviculture-Conference-324481397748582/timeline
https://www.facebook.com/groups/asabulletin


ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

4 

Isolee Smith’s Gillis Grove Birds
Carol Stanley & John Del Rio

all photos by Carol Stanley

The avicultural thrill of a lifetime, well, 
one of them, came to me in 2007 with 
a visit and extraordinary tour of Isolee 
Smith’s Gillis Grove Birds.

The visit and introduction to Isolee was 
at the behest of long-time friend and 
aviculturist, John Del Rio.  John, his 
wife Amberae, and their young toddler 
daughter, Catalina met me at Isolee’s 
Gillis Grove Birds off highway 99 in 
Stockton, California. 

I came equipped with camera in hand 
but was not prepared for the exemplary 
discourse by Isolee, nor the diversity of 
the avian collection she shared with us. 

John held Isolee in high esteem, 
considering her the grand dame of 
knowledge and  hands on experience of 
many species but, especially, Cracids. 

Isolee served for many years as the 
avian wildlife rehabilitator for Stockton 
and San Joaquin county. Bird Central, 
a separate building with a sign giving 
its designation, was the heart of diet 
preparation, nursery management and 
and avian rehabilitation performed in 
several rooms in the building. 

Isolee received and nurtured a variety 
of birds, hawks, owls, poorwills to name 
a few, which needed rehabilitation of 
one sort or another. 

Isolee’s personal collection consisted of 
ducks, cranes, geese, cracids, pheasants  
and more kept in large indoor outdoor 
aviaries complete with water fountains 
and pools for the birds to enjoy.

Isolee enjoyed working with one family 
of birds in particular. Cracids. As she 
approached each pen, she told us the 
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names of the birds. And, it was obvious 
she had a wonderful rapport with many 
of them. 

Most of the photos on the following 
pages were taken during that visit for 
Isolee’s presentation later that year in 
Phoenix at the Avicultural Society of 
America’s Education Conference. 

I will not pretend to remember 
everything Isolee explained about 

the birds that day but, it turned into a 
long-lasting friendship that continues 
to this day. 

Enjoy the photos of Isolee’s birds. 
The photos do not do justice to 
the impeccably kept grounds and 
enclosures that were first rate. 

Isolee hosted many events for 
aviculturists that were memorable.

Great Curassow male (Crax rubra)
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Isolee telling Squishy the American Flamingo
(Phoenicopterus ruber) that there were no shrimp available for him at an avicultural 
event hosted by Isolee. Busloads of people arrived for one of several tours offered by 
an avicultural pheasant society.
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Isolee walking the Southern screamers (Chauna torquata) from Bird Central to their 
night quarters to protect against predators.

One such event was a private tour 
for a group of Avicultural Society of 
America conference attendees who 
had the thrill of a lifetime watching 
the mating antics of “George” the 

Great argus pheasant who would 
snap and display to a person on 
the ground moving dirt. Definitely 
a sight to behold and a thrill to 
experience. 
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Top photo previous page. As is 
customary, Isolee is discussing the art 
of aviculture with John Del Rio. 

Bottom photo, previous page. John 
Del Rio tempting an East African crown 
crane with an empty hand. Come on 
John! You know that won’t work for 
more than a few seconds. 

Isolee utilized and organic method of 
incubation and raising chicks.

Cat litter boxes with hay substrate were 
used for chicken hens to set on eggs of 
all sizes, even up to crane size eggs. 

On a subsequent visit, Isolee had started 
keeping pet kennels on tables for 
incubating, The door was latched and 
the hens were allowed out several times 
a day to relieve themselves on  a towel 
and to eat. They would then be put back 
in the carrier to set on the eggs.

The chicken hens would then raise the 
varied species of chicks as their own. 
Isolee sometimes used approximately 
4 x 8’ aviaries with handles attached on 
either side to allow moving the hen and 
chicks to greener grasses. 



ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

10 

Isolee used exactly callibrated 
Grumbock bock bock incubators 
and brooders. 
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Curassows are one of the three major 
groups of cracid birds.[1] They comprise 
the largest-bodied species of the cracid 
family. Three of the four genera are 

1. Chisholm, Hugh, ed. (1911). “Curassow” . Encyclopædia Britannica. 7 (11th ed.). 
Cambridge University Press. p. 636.

Great Curassow male (Crax rubra)

The Yellow-knobbed curassow male (Crax daubentoni) on next page, is my favorite of 
the Curassows. 

They made an audible call that could be used for a WWII movie sound effect. The 
distinct sound is reminiscent of a bomb being dropped from a plane complete with 
various pitch changes as it hurls to earth. No Kaboom! at the end though. 

restricted to tropical South America; 
a single species of Crax ranges north 
to Mexico. They form a distinct clade 
which is usually classified as the 
subfamily Cracinae.[1]
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Upper left and bottom: Yellow-knobbed curassow male (Crax daubentoni) Upper right: female
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Crested guan (Penelope purpurascens)
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Crested guan (Penelope purpurascens)
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Helmeted curassow (Pauxi pauxi)
This specimen has one of the largest “helmets”. Helmet feels like hollow plastic.
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Wattled Curassow (Crax globulosa)
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Left: female Great curassows (Crax rubra) Right and below: Razor-billed 
curassow (Mitu tuberosum)
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Red-legged seriema (Cariama cristata)
Inset on nest
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Swinhoe’s pheasant (Lophura swinhoii)
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Great argus (Argusianus argus)

Great argus (Argusianus argus) Male and female (back)

Great argus (Argusianus argus) male
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Great argus (Argusianus argus) female
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Bottom: Black-necked swan (Cygnus 
melancoryphus) cygnets

Top: Lady Amherst’s pheasant 
(Chrysolophus amherstiae) 
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Australian brushturkey or Australian brush-turkey or gweela (Alectura lathami)

Whist preparing for this article, I 
looked over the photos and realized 
the Australian brushturkey (Alectura 
lathami) was in Isolee’s collection. 

I knew nothing about the species when 
seeing them in person at Isolee’s. There 
was so much to take in and learn about 
that day. When I finally learned about 
Brushturkeys, I had forgotten the ones 
at Isolee’s.  

They build large nests on the ground 
made of leaves, other compostable 
material, and earth, 1 to 1.5 metres 
(3.3 to 4.9 ft) high and up to 4 m (13 
ft) across. Mound-building is done 
by a dominant male, and visited by a 
succession of local females, for mating 
and egg-laying. The male works 

tirelessly, collecting material from all 
around, and also diligently repelling 
rival males, which are keen to usurp his 
position. The effort involved eventually 
wears him down, and he will ultimately 
be defeated by a new king. The eggs 
are very large (90 × 45 mm), and the 
young are fully fledged on hatching. 
They can fly within hours, as soon 
as the feathers are dry. The eggs are 
hatched by the heat of the composting 
mound, the temperature of which 
is regulated by adding or removing 
material to maintain the temperature 
in the 33–35 °C (91–95 °F) incubation 
temperature range.[2] The Australian 
brushturkey checks the temperature by 
sticking its beak into the mound. Like 
some reptiles, incubation temperature 
affects the sex ratio of chicks, but 

2. “Australian Brushturkey”. NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment. 
New South Wales Government.
 Göth, Ann; Booth, David T (22 March 2005). 
3. “Temperature-dependent sex ratio in a bird”. Biology Letters. 1 (1): 31–33. 
doi:10.1098/rsbl.2004.0247. PMC 1629050. PMID 17148121. 
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the mechanism is different between 
reptiles and these birds, with reptiles 
exhibiting temperature-dependent 
sex determination, and megapodes 
exhibiting temperature-dependent 
embryo mortality. The sex ratio in 
brushturkeys is equal at incubation 
temperatures of 34 °C, but results in 
more males when cooler and more 
females when warmer (p=0.035). 
Whether the parents use this to 
manipulate the sex of their offspring 
by, for instance, selecting the nesting 
site accordingly, is unclear. Warmer 
incubation also results in heavier, fitter 
chicks (p<0.0001), but how this is linked 
to sex is also unknown.[3]

The same nesting site is frequently used 
year after year, with the old nests being 
added to each breeding season. The 
average clutch of eggs is between 16 
and 24 large white eggs, which are laid 
September to March. Sometimes, up 
to 50 eggs laid by several females may 
be found in a single mound. The eggs 
are placed in a circle roughly 60–80 cm 
(23.5–31.5 in) down, 20–30 cm (8–12 in) 
apart, always with the large end up. The 
newly hatched young dig themselves 
out of the mound and then have to care 
for themselves.

Predators and human interactions
Brushturkey eggs are a favourite food 
of goannas, snakes, and dingoes and 
dogs, though brushturkeys were also 
a staple of Aboriginal Australians. 
Often, goannas exhibit wounds on 
their tails from having been pecked 
by brushturkeys that ferociously chase 
them away from their nests.

In situations where they come into 
contact with humans, such as picnic 
areas in national parks and suburban 
gardens, brushturkeys exhibit little 
fear and often boldly attempt to steal 
food from tables and raid compost 
bins. They nest in suburban gardens, 
and in search of material for their nests 
remove enormous amounts of mulch 
from  from gardens. 

From Wikipedia

For  more information, try these links:

San Diego Zoo

Youtube video

https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/australian-brush-turkey-0
https://youtu.be/TrjnM1cr72s
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Blue-throated piping guan (Pipile cumanensis)



ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

28 

Southern screamer (Chauna torquata)
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Plumed whistling duck (Dendrocygna eytoni), Black-bellied whistling duck (Dendrocygna 
autumnalis), Wood duck or Carolina duck (Aix sponsa), Mandarin duck (Aix galericulata), 
gull and pigeon guests (freeloaders - hey, the eating is good at Isolee’s!)

Plumed whistling duck (Dendrocygna eytoni)
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Green heron (Butorides virescens), Gull

Whooper swan (Cygnus cygnus)
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Demoiselle crane (Grus virgo)
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Demoiselle crane (Grus virgo)
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Black swan (Cygnus atratus)
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Cape Barren goose (Cereopsis novaehollandiae)

“When I was a teenager and just getting into exotic Aviculture, my mentor, 
Bob Hemken, would tell me stories about his visits to the bird farm of a 
woman named Isolee Smith. He would tell me about the legendary size and 
scope of her aviaries. How her aviaries were so large she had full-sized trees 
growing inside of them. He told me of this amazing collection of bird species 
that she had built. He told me about her Brush turkeys and how huge their 
incubation mound was. So, in my mind, Isolee Smith was a superhero.  I 
cannot tell you what a thrill it was to later become her friend, and work with 
her and her birds. She taught me little golden nuggets of avicultural wisdom 
that I have never forgotten. In my backyard right now I have Silver Pheasants 
and Indian Blue Peafowl that came from Isolee. I cherish them and I cherish 
our friendship all these many years.” -John Del Rio

For further Curassow information, you might find this interesting. Just follow the 
Curassow below. 

https://www.softbillsforsale.com/articles/curassow-husbandry.asp
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T-shirt..................................$35
Sweatshirt.........................$45
Polo shirt............................$42

Plus shipping and handling

Order: headbirdbrain@aviculture.tv
See our Feathered Nest facebook 
page at: https://www.facebook.com/
Feathered-Nest-102431834905723

Watch for additional offerings and one-
of-a-kind items to benefit the Mabula  
Ground Hornbill Project. 

mailto:headbirdbrain%40aviculture.tv%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
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Jim Sorensen, Birds in shoes. Click 
here to go to Jim’s web site where 
you may see all his designs.  

About
I enjoy nature and adding 
something out of the ordinary. All 
my drawings are available online 
here.

Feb 19, 2021 Timneh Grey Parrot in Spats. I drew this for Greywood Manor, a small 
family business located in the beautiful Pacific Northwest. They carry all natural 
artisan products for animals. His parrot Dexter (the model) was the reason he got 
into parrot nutrition and started his journey into aviculture. Making sure Dexter had 
the best quality of life was the reason Greywood Manor was founded. They’ve made 
t-shirts and mugs of my drawing; Here is a direct link .

 https://www.jimsorensen.com/birds.html

 https://www.jimsorensen.com/birds.html

https://www.redbubble.com/shop/?query=jim%20sorensen%20birds%20in%20shoes%20series&ref=search_box
https://www.greywoodmanor.com/t-shirts.
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More bird from the Internet
Just click on the birdie

Birds are known for their songs, but these finches are plucking 
guitar strings at a live exhibition. Genevieve Beauchemin reports.

Escaped Parrot Pursued by Hawk Swoops to Safety                           
in SoCal Police Chief ’s Office

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=cjxZ2nfdzxU&fbclid=IwAR0_Ep-RtbDoOMi9NkPiEFw3Bb1yE-DiZJAeZsz8ewOcxUJTjmpwHHfj7Fc
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nbclosangeles.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fescaped-parrot-hawk-police-chief-office-fontana%2F2513089%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1H7FUNQa2ElqgnqiOH_nWOBfkeJf7zFR6bde_cfYm-dMxGb6GbweZQakw&h=AT05P9kNHOyEk4wLQ_rG5Pvs2xpN_QQEuONFUn-eZhiKkUpXfyJ_TGuYe98h-Wi6taMHQL6v-NsQPS0IwhRLPO9obmrwplxSoRuusOfeDrTAAdUwZNOJlO7cVpSp_F1oxCVM11QUnGjvvETNBw&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0fn-ohCAIx_nzchUTIX0v4F9FIm9koujcAkPcm9H6Oe3skcDD_PGHMGGcpE8_HRsoDxH0JzVH9lJNfjWB9EmJdSDwOj5C4mHXGClexhIO50kV-WIeJSmJgmPwn9gDSh2-If2hr8_2K3YpIazruYKNolL8kcFdGzBQ


ASA
BULLETIN

PAGE

38 

Snowy Owl Is Spotted in Central Park, for First Time in 130 Years  

St. Louis Zoo penguins take a trip through the snow to visit polar 
bears

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/28/nyregion/snowy-owl-central-park.html?smtyp=cur&smid=fb-nytimes&fbclid=IwAR2QPKSADwsMC_E1cdQSsbEQvMPj-Sqw98zAE7qwflr1q3eo07bZ2zXwY2o
https://wrex.com/2021/01/27/st-louis-zoo-penguins-take-a-trip-through-the-snow-to-visit-polar-bears/?fbclid=IwAR245nBMnylIqJ3sPIgzXy-7JDT1vXZnO3xpoLHURXo6Jf4nboklMUb8Ufw
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Conservation status and biology of the Ultramarine Lorikeet (Vini 
ultramarina) in the Marquesas Islands, French Polynesia

Great Rann of Kutch: 60k Lesser flamingo (Phoeniconaias minor) 
chicks emerge from new nesting ground

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/bird-conservation-international/article/abs/conservation-status-and-biology-of-the-ultramarine-lorikeet-vini-ultramarina-in-the-marquesas-islands-french-polynesia/4F41AA609A7243D903E3B90613D741EB?fbclid=IwAR0pg7hMCQdYtd7OJOqRCbWtHPzKfhpjNTSoIwGuArFrz2Trk7yYBHsVPc4
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/great-rann-of-kutch-60k-lesser-flamingo-chicks-emerge-from-new-nesting-ground-7160322/?fbclid=IwAR2ceSVb_eu9OJJD4tkt59DG4unWuBsBWsT6yH36aLMxaphGaYQDq40e8ds
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Check out this new photo by Tim Huntington featuring condor female 
#646 Kodama and male #204 Amigo.

Family time
Breeding starts in spring and takes 

place in large cavities in trees or 
in crevices in cliffs. Occasionally the 
birds will dig out a hollow in an earth 
bank or a donga, the only known  
cases of hornbills excavating their 
own nests. The same site will often be 
used for many years. Unlike other hornbills, breeding female ground-hornbills are not sealed into the cavity 
during nesting. The typical clutch is two eggs and only the alpha female breeds, fed by other group mem-
bers. The eggs hatch up to 14 days apart and the second-hatched chick usually dies of starvation within a 
few days, unable to compete with its larger sibling.

All older group members defend the nest, even mobbing predators as formidable as lions and  
leo pards if they approach too closely, while a Verreaux’s Eagle was killed by five group members when it 
passed too close to a nest. Breeding success is naturally low. At best, groups fledge only a single chick every 
two or three years, though perhaps more typically every five to 10 years. Fledged youngsters are fed by 
group members until they are about two years old. Full adult appearance is attained at four to six years and 
birds in captivity only begin breeding when they are at least eight years old. In the wild they are probably 
much older, as they first need to achieve alpha breeding social status. Adults are long-lived; a captive bird 
survived to 66 years. 

Cultural icon
These compelling birds feature promi-

nently in African lore. They are famed 
as makers of rain, and not just of drizzle 
but of downpours, reflecting the percep-
tion of them as creatures of unusual 
potency. Other associations, rooted in 
the bird’s dignified demeanour, relate to 
wisdom and to promoting calmness in 
people of agitated disposition. Based on 
its tight familial bonds, the species is also 
seen as a protector of home and kin. Its 
unforgettable call holds a special place 
in folklore and is widely interpreted as 
repetitive bickering between spouses. 
However, the awe in which this bird is 
held easily turns to dread and it can  
signify bad tidings. 

B i r d  o f  t h e  Y e a r  2 0 1 7

ZaCk rheeder

Weighing in
Southern Ground-Hornbills are avian giants and the world’s largest hornbill. Males weigh 

about 4.2 kilograms and females about 3.3 kilograms. The beak is long and decurved, with 
a raised casque at the base of the upper mandible, as in all hornbills. The bare skin of the face 
and throat is bright red, but females (and some males) show blue markings on the upper 
throat. The bird’s pale yellow eyes are fringed by long, broad lashes that provide both shade 
and protection. Its plumage is entirely black except for pure white primaries and upper  
primary coverts that are normally only visible when the hornbill takes flight. 

dual nationality   
Its range stretches across 14 countries in East, 

Central and southern Africa, from Kenya in 
the north to South Africa in the south. Its status 
is least well known in Angola, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and northern Mozambique. 
An inhabitant of woodland as well as grassland 
areas that are completely treeless, it is the horn-
bill species least reliant on wooded cover.

southern ground-hornBill

Helping hands
This species usually lives in territorial groups of three to five birds, although groups as large 

as 12 have been recorded. Group territories vary widely, from 6–10 square kilometres in 
private conservation areas adjacent to the Kruger National Park to 200 square kilometres on 
private farmland in the Limpopo Valley. 

The core of the group comprises an alpha pair, while other group members are offspring of 
varying ages from previous breeding attempts by the dominant pair. They help to defend their 
permanent territory and to feed the female and any newly produced young. Most older help-
ers are males, as the older females disperse to seek breeding opportunities elsewhere. This is 
the largest bird species in the world to show such cooperative breeding.

Bushveld baritones
The start of each day is typically heralded with a deep and rhythmic booming chorus given by all older group members and it can be 

heard up to five kilometres away. The long trachea and, in particular, the large inflatable throat sacs probably play a key role in the  
production of these impressive vocalisations, which give rise to one of its colloquial names, the thunderbird (it’s also known as the rainbird).

on the menu
The ground-hornbill’s diet is diverse and comprises any small  

animals the hornbills can overpower. Invertebrates feature promi-
nently, especially grasshoppers, beetles, termites, mopane worms,  
spiders, solifugids and scorpions, but also molluscs, centipedes and 
millipedes, earthworms and crustaceans. Vertebrate prey includes 
hares, mongooses, squirrels, rodents, snakes (even venomous species), 
lizards and chameleons, tortoises and turtles, and frogs and toads.  
Avian prey is also taken, and the hornbills raid nests for eggs and 
chicks. They occasionally take carrion.

The  beak, paired with the powerful neck, is a devastating weapon 
used for stabbing, grasping, bludgeoning and crushing prey. It is also 
used to dig for prey, especially in dry conditions. Larger prey is hunt-
ed by group members in unison and then ripped apart. To capture 
flushed prey, the hornbills follow herds of ungulates and are attracted 
to fires. Like most other hornbills, they never drink from open water 
and receive their hydration through their prey.

Bird of the Year 2020 Bucorvus leadbeateri

seCond ChanCes
The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project (www.ground-hornbill.

org.za) is the BirdLife South Africa Species Guardian for this 
threatened bird and coordinates conservation efforts through-
out its range. A key conservation strategy involves rearing in 
captivity second-hatched wild chicks that would otherwise 
naturally perish. These naive youngsters are re-wilded in ‘bush 
schools’ where they are mentored by wild free-roaming groups 
until they are bush-savvy enough to form independent sub-
populations.

Some wild groups, and even populations, are limited by the 
availability of suitable nest sites, so artificial nests are being 
provided and these enhance breeding success.

The Mabula Ground Hornbill Project also spearheads measures to mitigate direct threats. These include 
minimising risks from poisoning and electrocutions, and screening window panes in susceptible buildings 
to elimin ate reflections. Re-introduced birds are vaccinated against Newcastle disease. Perhaps the most 
crucial aspect of the project is an intensive awareness programme that focuses on increasing local commu-
nities’ understanding of the importance and vulnerability of this wonderful bird.
TEXT BY DAVID ALLAN

Boom or bust?
This unique species has decreased throughout its range. Rwanda, Burundi, Swaziland and to some extent Malawi now support only rem-

nant populations restricted to tiny protected areas. Kenya, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and South Africa boast larger populations, but 
the species has lost 70–90 per cent of its ori ginal range in some of these states and is now common only in large protected areas. The global 
conservation status of this hornbill is considered Vulnerable, but Endangered in South Africa, Swaziland and Namibia. 

These birds face a wide array of threats. Habitat loss and degradation through extensive crop farming, commercial afforestation, high  
human densities, bush encroachment, over- and undergrazing, erosion and climate change expel the birds from their ancestral grounds.  
Indirect poisoning through baits set for mammalian predators is a particularly pervasive peril. Lead poisoning from swallowing spent am-
munition is a recently appreciated danger, and this is yet another species at risk from electrical infrastructure, with reported electro cutions 
at transformer boxes. Re-introduced birds are susceptible to Newcastle disease. Harvesting for traditional use and the zoo trade exerts  
further pressure on Southern Ground-Hornbills.

One threat is peculiar to the species. On noticing their reflection in windows when foraging close to buildings, the hornbills peck at the 
glass, typically shattering it. In one instance, 150 windows were broken in a single morning at a rural school. Understandably, this can elicit 
retribution from aggrieved parties.
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maBula ground hornBill ProJeCt
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Family time
Breeding starts in spring and takes 

place in large cavities in trees or 
in crevices in cliffs. Occasionally the 
birds will dig out a hollow in an earth 
bank or a donga, the only known  
cases of hornbills excavating their 
own nests. The same site will often be 
used for many years. Unlike other hornbills, breeding female ground-hornbills are not sealed into the cavity 
during nesting. The typical clutch is two eggs and only the alpha female breeds, fed by other group mem-
bers. The eggs hatch up to 14 days apart and the second-hatched chick usually dies of starvation within a 
few days, unable to compete with its larger sibling.

All older group members defend the nest, even mobbing predators as formidable as lions and  
leo pards if they approach too closely, while a Verreaux’s Eagle was killed by five group members when it 
passed too close to a nest. Breeding success is naturally low. At best, groups fledge only a single chick every 
two or three years, though perhaps more typically every five to 10 years. Fledged youngsters are fed by 
group members until they are about two years old. Full adult appearance is attained at four to six years and 
birds in captivity only begin breeding when they are at least eight years old. In the wild they are probably 
much older, as they first need to achieve alpha breeding social status. Adults are long-lived; a captive bird 
survived to 66 years. 

Cultural icon
These compelling birds feature promi-

nently in African lore. They are famed 
as makers of rain, and not just of drizzle 
but of downpours, reflecting the percep-
tion of them as creatures of unusual 
potency. Other associations, rooted in 
the bird’s dignified demeanour, relate to 
wisdom and to promoting calmness in 
people of agitated disposition. Based on 
its tight familial bonds, the species is also 
seen as a protector of home and kin. Its 
unforgettable call holds a special place 
in folklore and is widely interpreted as 
repetitive bickering between spouses. 
However, the awe in which this bird is 
held easily turns to dread and it can  
signify bad tidings. 

B i r d  o f  t h e  Y e a r  2 0 1 7

ZaCk rheeder

Weighing in
Southern Ground-Hornbills are avian giants and the world’s largest hornbill. Males weigh 

about 4.2 kilograms and females about 3.3 kilograms. The beak is long and decurved, with 
a raised casque at the base of the upper mandible, as in all hornbills. The bare skin of the face 
and throat is bright red, but females (and some males) show blue markings on the upper 
throat. The bird’s pale yellow eyes are fringed by long, broad lashes that provide both shade 
and protection. Its plumage is entirely black except for pure white primaries and upper  
primary coverts that are normally only visible when the hornbill takes flight. 
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This plant is killing songbirds across North America! If you have one or see one 
with berries, cut off the berries and compost them. Nandina domestica (heavenly 
bamboo) is from China and so our birds mistake it for a food source. The seeds contain 
a ton of cyanide and cause a swift and extremely painful death. I cut the berries off 
my neighbours yesterday, but he said he has already found a few dead birds. Such 
a simple thing could save hundreds of lives. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
articles/PMC3005831/

WARNING

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3005831/ 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3005831/ 
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Who’s Your Daddy?

Stumped?  See answer on page 46

http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/ 
Homes for Animal Heroes is the first and largest nationwide network for 
rehoming research dogs that supports biomedical progress and all of the 
heroes who make it possible. It’s time for transparency and time for us 
to share our love for animals and people…with the world. Thank you for 
supporting our vision of truth!

Photo: Li Chieh Hsu

http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/ 
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PLEASE DONATE NOW
Help us keep Frank S. Todd’s memory alive by continuing the tradition he started with 
the first Avicultural Society of America Educational Conference. Frank developed the 
conference and, for many years, arranged for speakers from around the world to attend 
and make presentations. 
Your donation will allow ASA to continue the tradition and help with travel expenses 
for our conference speakers.  http://asabirds.org/frank-s-todd-memorial-fund/

In honour of our friend, colleague, and author, Frank Todd, Hancock House 
is pleased to commit a percentage of all revenues of books sold through our 
website to the Frank Todd Memorial Foundation to continue to promote the 
work Frank spent much of his life striving towards wildlife conservation and 
education.
You can purchase Ducks, Geese & Swans of North America: Identification Guide 
at: https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/
north-american-ducks-geese-swans

https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
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Organization 
of

Professional
Aviculturists

Fighting for your right to 

keep birds!

OPA 
PO Box 673 
Lakeland FL 33802 

 
OR 
 

paypal 
opabirds@gate.net

Video: https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM

Join or donate

https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM
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“The Sulawesi myna grows to a length 
of 23 to 27 cm (9.1 to 10.6 in). It is a 
glossy black bird with a permanently 
raised crest which is larger in the male. 
The sides of the face and throat have 
white patches. The eye is surrounded by 
a bluish-black ring of bare skin, the beak 
is pale bluish-green and the legs are 
yellowish. Juvenile birds are chocolate 
brown.[2]

This myna has a range of sounds 
including grunts, high-pitched whistles, 
squeaks and warbles. One call is a 
descending sequence of whistles and 

another is a descending nasal call that 
sounds like “meeow” and is uttered with 
the head thrusting forwards and the 
back feathers fluffed up.”

 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Who’s Your Daddy?Who’s Your Daddy?
From page 43, Answer: 

Sulawesi mynah (Basilornis celebensis) 

Sulawesi mynah (Basilornis celebensis) Photo: Li Chieh Hsu
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EE EEVV NN TT SS
2021 EVENTS

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF AVICULTURE - AFA’s 45th 
Annual Educational Conference and Avian Expo will be 
held August 12-14, 2021  
Hilton Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport More info on www.
afabirds.org

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA - ASA’s 15th 
Annual Education Conference Fall 2021 
vwww.asabirds.org

Let us know of your avicultural event to be posted on 
our Events page at:

info@asabirds.org



ASA Affiliations
The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:

American Dove Association
American Federation of Aviculture

LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance        

National Finch and Softbill Society  
Saudi Federation of Parrots Aviculture

Zoological Association of America

New Members
Denise DeGood	
Amana, IL 

Karen Kurd	
Dubuque, IA 

Wendy Hanson	
Hudson, WI

John Gregory	
Alexandria, VA 

Denise Knight-Trevor	
Brentwood, CA 

Jan Faresielli	
Escalon, CA 

Adam Whisenant	
Atlanta, GA 

Nancy Forrester	
Key West FL

Feray J Baskin	
Bloomington IN

Margaret Yorio	
Poway CA

Paul Lepiane	
Ojai CA

Chester Moore	
Orange TX

Lori Gaskin	
Goleta CA

Christopher Marley	
Salem OR

Beau Parks	Valley 
Center, CA

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)

Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on the latest 
membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA MEMBER CLUBS
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Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755   

www.ccasbirds.com

Contra Costa Avian Society
P.O. Box 23115  Pleasant Hill, CA  94523

www.contracostaaviansociety.org

Acadiana Bird Club
480 Almonaster Dr  Youngsville, LA  70592

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Seedcracker Society Inc
P.O. Box 26899  Mesa, AZ  85214

Long Beach Bird Breeders
6444 Spring St # 132  

Long Beach, CA  90815
longbeachbirdbreeders@gmail.com

Orange County Bird Breeders 
www.ocbirdbreeders.org

Fort Worth Bird Club
P.O. Box 1712  Keller, TX  76244
fwbc@fortworthbirdclub.com 

Finch Society of San Diego County
4256 10 Ave  San Diego, CA  92103
www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 



Joe Carvahlo, Shingle Springs, CA
Terry Clare, Vista, CA

John Del Rio, Del Rio Aviaries, 
Idaho

Madge Decker, Long Beach, CA
Richard Dickinson, Sun City, AZ

Bob Ervin, Alta Loma, CA
Lauri Grigg, Houston, TX
Gene Hall, San Diego, CA

Sherilyn Hanna, Exotic Endeavors, 
Moorpark, CA

Richard Heebner, Worcester, PA
Sally Huntington, San Diego, CA

Tiffany Latino, Roseville, CA

Linda & Bill Nichelmann, Citrus Heights, CA
Wade Plouvier, Jacksonville, NC

Arnold & Debbie Schouten, Port Angeles, WA
Carol Stanley, Rancho Cordova, CA

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL

ASA SUSTAINING Members
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PATRON
Diane Bock, Pacific Palisades, CA

Pamela Bompart,   Jefferson City, MT 
Roger Bringas, Mutations Unlimited,                

N. Hollywood, CA
Mike Chiaromonte, Consolidated Seed & Pet 

Inc., Buena Park, CA
Bill Coleman, Carpenteria, CA

Jennifer & Alex Culp, Huntington Beach, CA
Caroll Daunis, Fallbrook, CA

Sheldon L. Dingle, editor, author, Alhambra, CA
Steve Duncan, Avian Resources, San Dimas, CA

M. Jean Hessler, graphic artist,  Huron, OH
Clint & Marcelle Hufford, Fountain Valley, CA
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird Gardens, 

Fallbrook, CA
Dave & Tammy Kramer, DJ Feathers Aviary, Fairfax, VA

Mitsuo Kuribara, Sayama City, Japan
Ivo Lazzeroni, West Covina, CA

Bruce Leach, Leach Grain & Milling Co., Downey, CA
Wendy Maclean Soderman, Huntington Beach, CA

Sigie Meyer, El Monte, CA

Frank Miser, Jr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Riverside, CA
Frank Miser, Sr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Anaheim, CA
Connie & Mickey Ollson, Wildlife World Zoo & 

Aquarium, Litchfield Park, AZ
Dick Schroeder, Avian Enterprises, Escondido, CA

Wm. N Smith, C.T.C., Inc., Los Angeles, CA
Helen Teunissen, Riverside, CA

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Lori Ables, Trona, CA

Eric Antheunisse, Cedar Hill Birds, Acampo, CA
Laurie Baker, Feathered Follies, Concord, CA

Sarah Brabbs, West Branch Aviary, Shreveport, LA
Earlene Douglas, Reno, NV

Scott Karlene, Bloomfield, MI
Phyllis Levine, Seal Beach, CA

Julie Murad, Elizabeth, CO
Mary Nogare, Snoqualmie, WA

Michele Raffin, Los Altos, CA
Natasha Schischakin, Houston, TX
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