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        October/November/December 2023  
 

Editor’s Message        

Happy Holidays, everyone:

As we close out another year, we have some firsts to look back on.

1. The Aviculture United conference in Dallas was the first time 
three avicultural groups joined together to put on a conference. 
American Federation of Aviculture, Organization of Professional 
Aviculturists and Avicultural Society of America joined together to 
put together an amazing conference that will be remembered for 
a long time to come.

2. Avicultural Society of America streamed their track of the conference 
over the internet. Go to https://asabirds.tv and sign up to watch!

3. For the first time in ASA history, two zoos were visited; Ft. Worth Zoo 
and Dallas World Aquarium. The latter occurred on Sunday, a day 
later than the usual ASA conference end. 

The turn out was excellent and, as a reminder, all attendees and 
speakers may access the online recordings of the conference  ASA 
track for one year post conference. I highly recommend watching these 
informative presentations.

One of the highlights was the USDA Q&A on the addition of birds to the 
Animal Welfare Act, with panel David Garcia, Steve Duncan, Dr. Susan 
Clubb and Dr. Cody Yager from the USDA. This session was streamed and 
recorded and is among the other jewels available on https://asabirds.tv. 

John Del Rio was in the audience and asked: “What are your expected 
results after implementing these new regulations and inspections? Do 
you have a means of measuring the results to see if any of these changes 
improve any bird’s lives?” and followed up with, “Do you have a protocol 
in your hiring process to prevent animal rights zealots from becoming 
inspectors?” Dr. Yager was unable to answer either question.

We are in for a long, bumpy road on AWA. Be sure to post your 
experiences on social media - good and bad. 

We lost Kimberly Anne Susukida, ASA secretary, on September 10, 2023. 
Please remember Kimberly and see her on page 58 of this issue. 

Happy Holidays!
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Fascinated by the breeding of 
parrots, I first dedicated myself 
to Australian parakeets such 
as Neophemas. My particular 
interests were in Turquoise
Parakeets (Neophema 
pulchella) with the selection 
of extreme red opaline or 
extreme yellow opaline 
mutation, and also with larger 
species such as Northern 
Rosella (Plarycercus venusrusi). 
Next I bred uncommon Asiatic 
parakeets such as the Malabar 
(Psittacula columboides) and 
then I specialized in South 
American parakeets.
 
ln 2014, my search for Brown-
throated Conures (Eupsittula 
pertinax) led me to Roman 
Dorhoh in the Netherlands.
I discovered a very nice man 
who had a great knowledge 

of South American parakeets. 
I was in awe of his Pfrimer’s 
Conures (Pyrrhura pfrimeri). 
This is when my great 
adventure and investment in 
the conservation of this species 
began.
 
I knew of the species from 
many books, but despite my 
regular travels in Europe and 
around the world, I had never 
seen one.
European zoos do not keep 
Pfrimeri and it is rare in world 
aviculture. Europe is the only 
part of the world where we 
have the most chance to 
meet it. It is endemic to Brazil, 
where it is necessary to have 
governmental authorization 
to keep it. Therefore, only 
a handful of commercial 
breeders have this species. 
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Previously classified as a 
subspecies of Pyrrhura leucotis. 
DNA studies made it possible 
to consider Pfrimeri as a full 
species. A small parakeet of 
22 cm, it weighs little more 
than 50g. Dark green on back 
and wings, with a reddish 
brown face, and a blue crown 
much more extended than in 
Pyrrhura emma, the blue of the 
head goes from the forehead 
to the nape of the neck where it 
blends with the white markings
of the throat. Unlike leucoris, 
the white ear coverts are 
missing. The shoulders are 
over-lined with a narrow blood 
red band. A small jewel! There is 
no known mutation to date.
 
Range and habitat loss Pyrrhura 
pfrimeri is found in the central 

part of Brazil, in the basin 
of 1he Parana River, more 
precisely in the northeast of 
Goias and the southeast of 
Tocantins.  It lives in dry forests 
and on the slopes of limestone 
forests, in small noisy groups 
of about ten birds. Today, its 
habitat is fragmented, which 
puts even more pressure on 
the small existing populations 
as it is restricted to a small 
geographical area. Its IUCN 
status is Endangered.
 
In recent years, repeated forest 
fires have accentuated the 
problem and in summer 2022 
the main distribution area of 
Pfrimeri was on fire. The losses 
must be significant.
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In her latest book, Pyrrhura 
Parakeets, Rosemary Low writes 
on page 121: ln Brazil, the future 
of the most endangered
species hangs in the balance, 
especially that of Pfrimer’s 
Conure” and then on page 154: 
“The isolated groups of Pfrimer’s 
Conures that exist will not 
survive long term, especially as 
such remnants are vulnerable 
to fire and continue to be 
selectively logged”.
 
It is therefore urgent for 
European aviculturists to 
establish this Species. I 
exchanged information with Tulio 
Domas, biologist/ornithologist 
and founder of Projeto Tiriba-
do·Parana in Brazil. Tulio is 
responsible for the research and 
education project to preserve 
Pfrimer’s Parakeet in situ.
 
I am also in contact with 
Professor Luis Fabio Silveira. vice 
director and curator of
bird collections of Sao Paulo’s’ 
zoological museum. He confirms 
the importance of an ex-situ 
conservation breeding program 
for this species.
 
Population
BirdLife International Species’ 
Fact sheet stated that according 
to Tulio Domas in 2020, the 
population was suspected to 
be between 20,000 and 25-
000 individuals. According to 
remote sensing data on tree 
cover and tree cover loss, there 
was approximately 2,000 km2 
of tree cover with at least 50% 

canopy cover remaining within 
the species range in 2021 (Global 
Forest Watch 2021). Based on 
the population density estimates 
from 2007-2008 (9 ,15 individuals 
per km2), the population size 
in 2021 was estimated to fall 
within the range 18,000 -30,000 
individuals, with a best estimate 
of 16,000.
 
The subpopulation structure 
is not known. The species 
generally stays within 300m of 
forest with limestone outcrops 
(Bianchi 2010), although it has 
been recorded up to 1.5 km 
away (Domas and Pinheiro 
201S), so it is able to travel at 
least short distances between 
patches of forest.
 
Local people have observed 
a sharp decline in abundance 
since the i970s, when flocks 
numbering in the hundreds 
were frequently observed, in 
contrast to flocks of up to 20-30 
individuals nowadays (T. Domas 
and E.R. Luiz., pers.comm.). 
During field surveys in 2007-
2008, the species was not found 
in some small forest fragments 
where it had been recorded less 
than a decade before. It had 
not been recorded at the river 
Inferno in Tocantins since 2012, 
suggesting local extinction.
 
An analysis of remote sensing 
data found that the area of dry 
forest habitat within the Para.nit 
River Basin decreased by
66.3% over 31 years from 1997-
2008 (35.7% between 1977-
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1993/94-199J194 and 47.6% 
between 1993/94 and, leaving a 
remaining forest area of 4,352 
km2; Bianchi 2010). The latter 
rate of forest loss would equate 
to a reduction of 44% over three 
generations (13 years}.
Habitat fragmentation increased 
significantly, with the number of 
patches of 2..5 km2 increasing 
from 3.9% of the forest extant 
in 1977 to 38.4% 38.4% in 2008 
(Bianchi 2010).
 
More recently, remote sensing 
data indicates that approximately 
10% of tree cover with at least 
50% canopy cover was lost from 
within the species’ mapped range 
over three generations from 2008
(Global Forest Watch 2021). 
Extrapolating forwards, up to 
12% of tree cover may be lost 
over the next three generations. 

The population size is also likely 
to be impacted by ongoing forest 
degradation through logging 
and increasing fragmentation 
or remaining habitat, so may be 
expected to decline faster than 
the rate of forest loss.
 
The population size was 
estimated at162,000 - 202,500 
individuals in1995 (Olmos et al, 
1997), 39,168-65,280 individuals 
in 2008 (Bianchi 2010), and 
18,000 - 30,000 individuals in 
2021 (Birdlife International, 2023).

Breeding of Pfrimer’s Conure 
I would like to comment on 
the myth that all the Pfrimeri 
in Europe came from seven 
birds imported in 2000: one 
female and six males. In my 
experience, this is impossible. 
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The original female would have 
had to accept a different male 
each year and the new pairs 
would have to breed each year.
In my experience, when a 
couple is formed, if the breeder 
separates them they will not 
accept another mate.

I acquired my birds in 2014 
from Roman Dorholt in the 
Netherlands who had 10
pairs. He told me that there 
were probably about 20 birds 
in Europe. Roman Dorholt, and 
Ernst Hohl in Switzerland, have 
jointly done a very good job in 
breeding these few birds from 
the single import in 2000. They 
are the initiators of this ex-situ 
protection. A big thank you must 
be addressed to them. 

Roman announced that 2015 
would be his last year of 
breeding.
My visits to Roman’s home 
allowed me to fall in love with 
this little parakeet.  His pairs 
were magnificent, all with 
babies but that year, 2014, 
all young were reserved by a 
Czech breeder. At the end of 
December I received a message 
that the breeder did not collect 
the young. Roman wanted the 
15 birds to be sold at one time. I 
accepted his proposal. My great 
adventure was launched...

Forming a colony
At  the beginning or the 
formation of my colony, a female 
was rejected from the group. I 
isolated her and gave her a male. 
This couple never reproduced. A 
few years later, 1 had the same 
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scenario with two of the first 
females hatched and raised in 
the colony. I also isolated these 
females and paired them wich 
rwo males. These two couples 
did not reproduce. Fecundity is 
random: we often hear of clear 
eggs and nests of two or three 
young maximum.

The flight or Pfrimer’s Conure 
is extremely lively and fast. A 
small species at the bottom of 
the food chain in its biotope 
needs the mutual aid of the 
group to alert, defend and 
protect itself. So I decided 
to breed them in a colony. I 
housed them in a large aviary of 
6m x 6m outside with access
to an interior cage of 2m x 
2m. I offered as a precaution 
more nests than the number 
of potential couples. I had 
then seven males and eight 

females. Without  any rational 
explanation. the group ganged 
up on one of the females, and 
I had to remove her urgently 
as she was being attacked 
by the whole colony. After 
several weeks of convalescence 
and special care, I made the 
decision to put her back in 
the colony. I released her and 
caught her just as quickly 
because they all fell on her. Safe 
and sound and without injury, 
I isolated her from the group. 
I put her with a young Brown-
throated conure while waiting 
to offer her a male.

This first experience allowed 
me to observe that this cute 
little parakeet could turn into a 
tyrant and become very
quarrelsome. In a group,they 
become a ruthless gang 
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in adversity. I will not risk 
introducing another bird

 into the colony, whatever the 
species or size.
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During the winter of 2014-2015. 
I unfortunately lost two young 

females from the group. This 
left me with seven males
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and six females. Of all my birds, 
they are the fastest and most 
lively. I have never had to catch 
them, fortunately because it 
would be extremely difficult in 
my large aviary.

A varied diet
I try to give them as much 
variety as possible and to 
keep them busy with regular 
additions of fresh branches 
which they quickly peel and 
destroy. I give them a seed 
mixture for large parakeets. 
Seasonal fruits and vegetables 
are offered and varied daily. If 
one of them tries it the whole 
group will follow. Everything I 
offer is tasted and eaten: young 
corn cobs, sweet red peppers, 
apples, oranges, broccoli, 
rosehips (Rosa ruguosa) and 
wild berries. In winter, I add a 
little black sunflower and cake 
to help them cope with the sub-
zero temperatures.

During the rearing period I 
offered an increased quantity 
of cake and of the Tarin 
extra mixture of Versele Laga 
because it contains a variety of 
small seeds: I also provide small 
sunflower, bunches of millet, 
corn in milk and rosehips.

Breeding
When they were not old 
enough to reproduce the nests 
were available all year round. 
lndeed, they sleep in their 
nests whatever the weather 
and they never entered the 

interior part of their aviary. 
Since the nests are protected 
from the weather. I never 
worried about this. Some nests 
are used for sleeping, others 
for nesting. Every year, I have 
to redo or reinforce the nests 
because they love to gnaw on 
them, sometimes all united 
to destroy one in particular, 
fortunately, this nest often 
visited by all the birds is never 
a nest chosen for breeding.

ln 2016 I could observe the 
first mating during the month 
of June. Unlike other Pyrrhura 
that breed in April/May, 
Pfrimer’s breed in summer in 
our latitudes. In Europe, the 
first eggs are laid between July 
and August.

In 2012, a couple laid five eggs 
- one egg every two days. This 
pair seemed to be dominant 
because they kepi other birds 
at a distance and the male was 
very active in protecting his nest. 
The other pairs were mating but 
limited to copulation without 
going as far as laying eggs.

During courtship the couples 
isolate themselves. The males 
inflate their chest and feathers 
of the nape. They make a 
swinging movement of front 
to back then they stand up 
while inflating their chest. They 
repeat this dance several times 
and stop from time to time to 
feed the female and mate side 
by side.
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After about ten days of 
brooding, I checked the nest 
feverishly. My joy was great 
because the five eggs were 
fertile. The eggs measure 2.6 x 
1.6cm. The first chick hatched 
after twenty two days. All five 
babies were fed perfectly. On 
hatching they weighed between 
2.8g and 3.2g. They are pink 
with sparse white down which 
gradually gives way to thicker 
down. The species evolved 
with a thick, grey down due 
to cool nights in their natural 
environment. The appearance 
of the first dark green feathers 
gives them a blackish aspect. I 
banded them at 12 days with 
5.0 diameter bands.
 
The beak is light gray at birth, 
then the main part of the upper 
mandible becomes black. The 
upper commissures of the beak 
(very distinct from the main 
part) are whitish and flexible. 
These two small flexible parts 
darken, harden and weld to 
the central part, thus forming 
the upper mandible. The beak 
becomes entirely black.
 
It seemed that the few 
hatchings in aviculture 
produced mainly males.
Surprisingly, this first 
reproduction gave me five 
females. During the following
years, the sex·ratio was 
always balanced.
 
When these five females left the 
nest, the other members of the 

colony were very curious and 
came immediately to see them.
The breeding pair was very 
protective and prevented them 
from approaching. The weaning 
went very well and these young
females took their place in the 
colony. They were accepted in 
the group but they had to stay 
in their places in the established 
hierarchy.
 
The following year, 2017, the 
first mating was in June, and the 
first eggs in July. Several nests 
had fertile eggs. All pairs raised 
their young well, from one to 
six young. The dominant pair 
that bred in 2016 was the first 
to lay. Their young were the first 
to fly out of the nest. The colony 
flanked them as soon as they 
emerged, but the alpha male 
kept everyone at a safe distance.
 
Unfortunately when the babies 
from another nest came 
out,  they were immediately 
harassed by the alpha male 
and then by the other birds. 
The parents protected them 
but in the end they could not 
overcome the colony, to the 
point of finding four injured 
dead babies in the aviary. The 
colony considered them as 
intruders, invaders. You can
easily imagine my dismay. I 
had to make a radical decision. 
It was unbearable to see the 
babies going out and being 
attacked, so I decided to 
remove all the babies of this 
year and finish the feeding by 
hand. This was a very difficult 
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Egg size Day 1

Day 6

Day 10b Day 10a
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Day 37

Day 12

Day 21

Day 14a

Day 30
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task because the youngsters 
that were already out of the 
nest, but not weaned, refused 
to be hand-fed in spite of being 
hungry. It was complicated for 
three days but, afterwards, 
hunger made them accept 
this food. These babies were 
successfully weaned.
 
Most of the time, we breed in 
pairs. Our concern is lo provide 
the best conditions and all the 
elements necessary for success. 
When breeding in a colony, 
we have to be careful because 
there are regular quarrels for 
the domination of the group. 
Until 2020, the balance and 
the hierarchy within the group 
were not modified. However, 
in that year, another couple 
challenged the alpha couple. 
They overthrew the dominant 
couple, l found broken eggs 

in the nests, some birds 
showed signs of fights, but in 
the end everything went back 
to normal. A new order was 
established. This year was my 
best breeding year.
 
Hand-rearing
Fortunately am not alone in 
this very demanding task. I 
can thank my wife Nathalie 
who helps me a lot in the 
handfeeding and who manages 
my birds when I’m away. Very 
often, the success and the good 
breeding results are the work of 
a couple.
 
Today my youngsters are all 
hand raised from 15-20 days 
of age. If there are fertile eggs 
in other nests, I place them 
in an incubator to prevent 
other couples from going in to 
destroy the eggs. The babies 
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are then socialized because I 
do not want tame birds. I don’t 
want them to become pet birds. 
Even though I prefer parent 
rearing, this method has the 
advantage if producing birds 
that are not afraid of humans 
but do not accept catching or 
touching after weaning. This is 
important when the species is 
nervous and it seems that these 
less nervous birds reproduce 
better. I receive many messages 
of satisfaction to let me know 
that my young have reproduced 
with their new owners.
 
I have had to raise chicks from 
hatching which were the only 
ones in a clutch with one fertile 
egg. It is a challenge but
to date I have never lost one, 
However, given the very small 
size and the low weight I prefer 

to leave them with the parents 
during the first fifteen days.
I use only Kaytee formula for 
the Pfrimeri’s Conures during 
the whole rearing period. I 
do not add peanut butter 
as I do for the other species 
I breed. The very first feed 
is limited to sugar water at 
38°C approximately. This is 
to hydrate them and to give 
them a little boost with sugar. 
Then, one hour after hatching 
and after the first feces. I give 
very liquid Kaytee. Gradually I 
thicken it and after a few days 
the consistency is of pancake 
batter. For  the first 10 days,
I add calcium directly into 
the food which is given at a 
temperature between 37°•40°c.
 
From the beginning, I feed 
the chicks every four hours 
between 7am and midnight. 
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This corresponds to five meals a 
day. The weight curve is perfect 
and my babies are impeccable 
with this protocol.
 
When the first feathers appear, 
the babies have a particular 
behavior. I have never observed 
this in other species that l have 
raised. During feeding, when 
I pick them up, they rush and 
pinch my hand, it’s not painful, 
just uncomfortable. It seems to 
be a solicitation to be the first 
one fed. This behavior is only 
observed at feeding time. They 
are very curious and playful 
with each other.

Average Weights of hand-reared chicks:

Day 10: 16.4gr

Day 11: 17.5gr

Day12: 19.52gr

Day 13: 22.56gr

Day 14: 25.1gr

Day 15: 28.73 gr

Day 16: 31.82 gr

Day 17: 35.31gr

Day 18: 38.49gr

Day 19: 41gr

Day 20: 43.41gr

Day 21: 45.61 gr

Day 22: 47.69gr

Day 23: 49.2gr

Day 24: 50.65gr

Day 25: 51.95gr

Day 26: 52.75gr

Day 27: 53.71gr

Day 28: 54.73 gr

Day 29: 54.95gr

Day: 30: 55.63gr

Weaning
I always leave the young ones 
raised together and l do not 
mix them with other species. 
As soon as they start to fly, they 
annoy the other birds. They nip 



ASA
BULLETIN

23 



ASA
BULLETIN

24 

their legs and they harass them. 
They are not afraid of anything.

Weaning and second broods
At the time of weaning I give 
them at will the same mixture 
of small parakeets as the adults, 
plus some very small black 
sunflower, millet sprays, apples 
and cake. I feed them by hand 
until they refuse.

The transition is very simple. 
They take their independence 
easily. When they stop 
accepting hand feeding, 
they weigh 55-58g. Once this 
independence is acquired, they 
cannot be handled but they are 
not afraid of me. They are even 
very curious when I am near 
them. They all come to see what 
I am going to give them. It is 
very pleasant.

Since 2021 my couples are 
making a second brood. For 
a species that is difficult to 
reproduce, I think I have 
found a good solution. Colony 
breeding seems to give better 
results. On the other hand it 
results in frequent quarrels 
over dominance during the 
breeding period. The nests of 
the inferior pairs are sometimes 
visited by the dominant birds 
and their eggs can be broken. 
My solution is to give them 
fresh branches regularly 
during this period in order to 
keep them busy and to avoid 
idle males disturbing other 
nests during incubation. The 
vigilance of the breeder must 

be constant. However, the 
resulting stimulation is positive 
and certain couples rear broods 
of six babies. The disadvantage 
is having to rear by hand. But 
it is really worth the effort and 
the investment.

A colony is never static. It lives 
and evolves. I could observe 
small fights. Alliances are made 
and broken. It happens that 
a couple tries to overthrow 
the established order. In case 
of success, the former alpha 
couple will go down in the 
hierarchy of the group, but in 
case of failure, the authors of 
this reversal will regret this 
attempt because they will be 
persecuted by the colony. 
I experienced this scenario 
in the summer of 2021. One 
of the females from the first 
breeding in the aviary laid five 
eggs. This year, in June, there 
was a little tension as I had 
noticed in previous years. But 
this summer, the male of this 
pair died while the female was 
in the nest with fertile eggs. 
Shortly after, the fights became 
more intense. I realized that the 
female was holding her nest 
very well despite this because 
she had made at least one 
alliance with one of her sisters.

Unfortunately, the tension went 
up a notch and one morning 
l found the two females 
prostrate on the ground. Their 
heads were completely plucked, 
their eyes were swollen and 
their plumage was damaged.
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I immediately removed them 
from the aviary. At the control 
of the nest, all the eggs were 
broken and there was blood 
on the internal walls as well as 
on the perch of the nest. These 
were obvious signs of a big 
fight and of a determination to 
correct  and maybe reject these 
females without the protection 
of the male.

Fortunately the females 
recovered well. Unfortunately l 
could not integrate them back 
into the colony. Females are 
rarer than males, so I keep 
them. At this time, they have 
joined the group of youngsters 
of the year. They may find 
their future partners; they will 
choose themselves.

Future of Pfrimer’s Conure
Every day, I appreciate the 
chance and the privilege to have 
this species in my aviaries. My 
breeding since 2016 is as follows.

That totals 85 babies raised 
since my investment in the 
conservation of the species. 
Since 2016, 1 have not been 

2016 5 young

2017 11 young 
(including 4 chicks 
killed by the alpha 
pair

2018 12 young

2019 12 young

2020 18 young

2021 15 young

2022 16 young
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on vacation in the summer as I 
need to check that everything is 
going well. They give me a lot of 
work during my vacations but 
what a pleasure to see them 
grow, transform and become 
independent. 

Then they give joy to new 
breeders who contact me 
to tell me proudly that they 
have babies with my birds. 
Fortunately each year there are 
more breeders. Thanks to our 
exchanges, the sharing of our 
knowledge and our successes 
of breeding. Without ex-situ 
conservation breeding, we will 
go towards the extinction of 
the species. Private breeders 
increase the number of 
individuals, thus establishing 
an important nucleus for 
the uncertain future of this 
wonderful conure.

One of the next steps in the 
special relationship I have with 
Pfrimer’s Conure would be to 
see them in their biotope. lt 
is always a great pleasure to 
breed an unusual species, but 
to be able to observe them 
in their natural environment 
remains the Holy Grail. Being 
a wildlife photographer, I keep 
this project in my head. The 
future will perhaps lead me to 
this small happiness. lt will be 
the occasion to share this trip in 
a future article.

To view other photos and 
videos, I invite you to visit my 
website: www.pyaf.net

References
Bianchi. C.A .. .2010. Rapid endangered 
species risk assessment; a novel 
approach lo improve extinction
risk assessments in poorly known
species. PhD. Oregon State University,

Birdlife lnternational. 2023. Species
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Downloaded from http//www.birdlife.
org on 2023/01/8

Low. R .. 2022. Pyrrhura Parakeets.
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Jnsigni Publications.

Olmos, F: Martuscelli, P.; Silva e Silva R., 
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Distribution and dry season ecology of 
Pfrimer’s.

Conur Pyrrhura pfrimeri, with a 
reappraisal of Brazilian Pyrrhua 
“leucotis” Ornitologia Neotropical 8 (2) 
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David Monroger is a dedicated 
and observant breeder in 
France. See his beautiful 
photographs from around the 
world at: www.pyaf.net

http://www.pyaf.net
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The 2023 Conference in Pictures
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Strangers Sent Over 60 Pairs of Tiny Shoes for a Chicken with 
Missing Toes

Egg Development & Embryo Death

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/strangers-sent-over-60-pairs-of-tiny-shoes-for-a-chicken-with-missing-toes/?utm_source=join1440&utm_medium=email&utm_placement=newsletter
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November 16 is the day 
falconers from around 
the world celebrate World 
Falconry Day (WFD), the day 
of inscription of falconry as a 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity. I made a 
post on Facebook recognizing 
this important date, and Carol 
asked if she could use it for 
the ASA E-Bulletin. My first 
response was “Is my post really 
bulletin worthy”? She assured 
me it was, but I felt if she was 
going to use it I could flesh it 
out just a little as it was more a 
lamenting post of my sense of 
loss. 

Falconry was such a huge part of 
my life, as is aviculture. I never 
connected the two, though in 
hindsight it is pretty obvious 
they go hand in hand. I started 
at age 16 and had falconry birds 
for the next 34 years. 

My life was defined by this 
sport, I lived and breathed 
it, like so many of us do with 
our birds. It was not easy for 
me to admit a few years ago 
that I was no longer achieving 
enjoyment from trying to 
continue to fly birds in what 
has become a marginal area. 

Like many falconers in the USA 
I started to find shrinking areas 
to hunt my birds in the fashion 
I was accustomed to. Many 
of us that share our lives with 
animals, face similar obstacles, 
loss of land, encroachment 
of neighborhoods, new 
restrictions/legislations and 
the ever present AR’s that 
want to end private ownership 
of animals. I miss my birds 
and seeing those friends that 
share this passion. I still have 
a falconry bucket list, and am 
still reluctant to part with much 
of my equipment, as I still hold 
onto the thought I may one 
day share my life again with a 
falconry bird. 

Photo of me and Wyatt the 
male Cooper’s Hawk, that I 
hunted 5 seasons with. I believe 
this was taken in Bakersfield 
at one of the CHC meets in the 
late 90’s or early 2000.

About the author: Dan Wake lives 
in Northern California where he 
raises birds, is General Manager 
of a pet shop and is Official North 
American Importer and Distirbuter 
for Nekton. Nekton distributor. 
ww.nekton.net

Things have Changed

Dan Wake

http://ww.nekton.net
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1928888420473705/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=7386590308036795
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A Yellow Penguin spotted for the first time!
A wildlife photographer has captured images of what he believes 
to be a ‘never seen before’ yellow penguin and recently released 
the incredible photos to the world.
Belgian photographer Yves Adams was on a two-month 
photography expedition through Antarctica and the South Atlantic 
when the unusually-colored penguin was spotted on an island 
in South Georgia, among a colony of more than 120,000 King 
penguins.

It is first believed the unusual penguin could be leucistic, meaning 
that there’s a partial loss of pigmentation. So its black feathers 
have become this yellow and creamy color. However, the actual 
condition of the penguin has given rise to divergent opinions 
among researchers since this could be more complex.
📷 Yves Adams/Kennedy News and Media



https://www.facebook.com/TheCavalryGroup/
https://www.pinterest.com/cavalrygroup/
https://twitter.com/thecavalrygroup
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt8-PyNtHh61Z9xhMx6D6mQ
https://www.instagram.com/thecavalrygroup/


Shipper’s Certification and Journey Declaration

YOU MUST HAVE THIS 2 PAGE FORM PRIOR TO SHIPPING LIVE ANIMALS AT DELTA CARGO. 

Click on the logo above to access the form on Delta’s website. You must fill out 
completely and take with you to the cargo counter. You will not be able to ship 
without this completed form and Delta is not your friend. They will not give you one 
to fill out at the cargo counter. 

If you ship frequently, it might be a good idea to print several of these out and have 
them in your vehicle, just in case. 

ULTIMATE LIST OF 1,400+ BIRD-SAFE AND TOXIC PLANTS

Want to know if a plant is 
safe for your bird? Click 
here and find out.

https://www.deltacargo.com/content/dam/cargo/pdfs/Shippers%20Certification%20and%20Journey%20Declaration%20Form.pdf
https://freerangeparrots.com/2020/10/16/ultimate-list-of-safe-and-toxic-plants-to-birds/?fbclid=IwAR1M-XVpN0TJxGypoBiDXrqQtX68Lu_cDoDsaEAd1TW_9el6XO5EI6VawN8
https://freerangeparrots.com/2020/10/16/ultimate-list-of-safe-and-toxic-plants-to-birds/?fbclid=IwAR1M-XVpN0TJxGypoBiDXrqQtX68Lu_cDoDsaEAd1TW_9el6XO5EI6VawN8
https://freerangeparrots.com/2020/10/16/ultimate-list-of-safe-and-toxic-plants-to-birds/?fbclid=IwAR1M-XVpN0TJxGypoBiDXrqQtX68Lu_cDoDsaEAd1TW_9el6XO5EI6VawN8
https://freerangeparrots.com/2020/10/16/ultimate-list-of-safe-and-toxic-plants-to-birds/?fbclid=IwAR1M-XVpN0TJxGypoBiDXrqQtX68Lu_cDoDsaEAd1TW_9el6XO5EI6VawN8
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Follicular choristoma in the third eyelid of an eclectus parrot (Eclectus roratus)
Click on AVMA to go to article online

Flamingos arrive at new home...in cardboard boxes

https://avmajournals.avma.org/view/journals/javma/255/1/javma.255.1.98.xml?fbclid=IwAR0mznJbAjGj_RtG_gHVUG5tZrRGvM--gQQI0gPjNxP0F8UEEWgNgmOAbLk
https://www.aav.org/.../383600/Zinc-Lead-s-Ugly-Cousin
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-us-canada-67177640
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ABOUT US
At IQ Bird Testing, we know that the 
health and well-being of your birds 
is of utmost importance.  If there is 
a chance of disease in your birds, 
rapid testing is critical to avoid the 
spread of the disease to your other 
birds.

We will put your mind at ease as 
our team goes the extra mile to 
give you and your bird a 5-star 
experience with quick turnaround 
once we receive your samples and 
offering you the best prices in the 
industry.

REACH US
EMAIL
Support: info@iqbirdtesting.com

PHONE
1-833-BIRD-DNA
 

LOCATION
IQ Genetics
1951 NW 7th Ave, Suite 160
Miami, FL 33136

click on photo to go to website

http://iqbirdtesting.com
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Everything Birds is a locally owned business. We’ve been located in the Tampa 
Bay area for more than 17 years. Exotic companion birds started as a hobby. 
As I learned about them and lived with them, I have loved their inquisitive, 
intelligent, and loyal nature, and soon our birds became our passion.

The mission of Everything Birds is to pair individuals and families with the 
right species for their lifestyle and family dynamics to achieve a satisfying, 
long-term companionship.

We feel if our customers or a potential bird owner understands and embraces 
the species they are interested in, then through our guidance, continued 
education and support they will commit to these creatures for the rest of 
their lives and sometimes into their children’s lives.

For us, the animals are the number one priority because if they aren’t happy, 
healthy and well-adjusted birds then the flock is not in harmony. We offer 
care and support to our customers through free educational workshops, free 
grooming, and there is always a free sample to be had somewhere in the 
store each day we are open.

There is always an impressive variety of birds flying, pecking and waddling 
around our sprawling, 5000+ sq ft store so come in and find a cuddly baby to 
hold! The store is also filled to bursting with an extensive inventory of cages, 
toys, food, treats and every other item imaginable that contributes to making 
your companion bird happy and healthy.

Prices are always low and beyond reasonable, and our bird crazy staff go out 
of their way to make sure your every visit is a great experience. If you like 
birds, you’ll love Everything Birds!

(813) 294-4300
Located in the Oldsmar Flea Market
180 N. Race Track Rd. Building J. West
Oldsmar FL 34677

HOURS
Monday-Friday 11 AM – 5 PM
Saturday-Sunday 9 AM – 4 PM

Grooming Hours:
Thursday – Friday 12 PM – 3 PM
Saturday-Sunday 10:00 AM – 3 PM

click on graphic to go to website

https://everythingbirdsonline.com/


Go to hari.ca 

• Micro-ground peanut & multi-grain baby 
bird formula

• Premium daily nutrition for hatchling to 
fledgling age

• Optimum gelatinization and nutrient density 
for gut motility

• Multiple sources of protein for impeccable 
feather growth

• Balanced and safe levels of calcium & 
vitamin D

• Quick to prepare and does not clump

• Easy to clean and does not stick to feathers

• No artificial preservatives, colours, 
or flavours

• Every batch undergoes 3-step Quality 
Control Process – with final feeding trials 
on live parrots at the HARI facility.

HAND-FEEDING FORMULA

 © HAGEN GROUP 2019 | All Rights Reserved

Sold and Recommended Worldwide by Top Vets, Breeders 
and Avian Specialty Stores.

OPTIMAL PROTEIN LEVELEASY TO PREPARE HIGH CALORIC DENSITY

Since 1987, three generations of parrot species 
bred and raised on Tropican!

Available sizes: 
B2259 (400 g/0.88 lb), 

B2263 (2 kg/4.4 lb), 
B2262 (5 kg/11 lb)
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https://hari.ca/
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T-shirt .................................$35 Sweatshirt 
$45 Polo shirt ..................$42  Plus shipping and 
handling  Order: headbirdbrain@
aviculture.tv See our Feathered 
Nest facebook page at: https://
www.facebook.com/Feathered-
Nest-102431834905723  Watch for 
additional offerings and one-of-a-kind 
items to benefit the Mabula  Ground 
Hornbill Project. 

https://hari.ca/
mailto:headbirdbrain%40aviculture.tv%20?subject=
mailto:headbirdbrain%40aviculture.tv%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
https://www.facebook.com/Feathered-Nest-102431834905723 
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https://www.psittacus.com/en/
https://www.psittacus.com/en/
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Birds in Shoes
Jim Sorensen

My newest, Flamingo in Flamingo Heels. I had many people suggest I do 
a bird on a stripper pole. I found out that very tall high heels are often 
called flamingos so it was easy to pick a flamingo to grace the pole. www.
jimsorensen.com.

Thank you, Jim Sorensen for allowing ASA to share your beautifully creative 
images!

https://www.psittacus.com/en/
https://www.psittacus.com/en/
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http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/  Homes for 
Animal Heroes is the first and largest nationwide network for 
rehoming research dogs that supports biomedical progress and all 
of the heroes who make it possible. It’s time for transparency and 
time for us to share our love for animals and people…with the world. 
Thank you for supporting our vision of truth!

Who’s Your Daddy?
Stumped?  See answer on page 53

Photo: Katy McKelroy

http://www.homesforanimalheroes.org/ 
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PLEASE DONATE NOW Help us keep Frank S. 
Todd’s memory alive by continuing the tradition he started with the first 
Avicultural Society of America Educational Conference. Frank developed the 
conference and, for many years, arranged for speakers from around the world 
to attend and make presentations.  Your donation will allow ASA to continue 
the tradition and help with travel expenses for our conference speakers.  
http://asabirds.org/frank-s-todd-memorial-fund/

In honour of our friend, colleague, and author, Frank Todd, Hancock 
House is pleased to commit a percentage of all revenues of books 
sold through our website to the Frank Todd Memorial Foundation to 
continue to promote the work Frank spent much of his life striving 
towards wildlife conservation and education. You can purchase Ducks, 
Geese & Swans of North America: Identification Guide at: https://
www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-
american-ducks-geese-swans

https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
https://www.hancockhouse.com/collections/ducks-waterfowl/products/north-american-ducks-geese-swans
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Organization  
of Professional 

Aviculturists  
Fighting for your right to  keep 

birds!

OPA 
PO Box 673 
Lakeland FL 33802 

 
OR 
 

paypal 
opabirds@gate.net 

Video: https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM

Join or donate

https://www.opabirds.org/
https://youtu.be/ppHhY3-YVcM
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The Red-tailed black cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus banksii) is native to 
Queensland, Australia where it lives in 
dry forests near waterways. 

Sexually dimorphic, the female displays 
red and black striped tail feathers and 
yellow “dots” on cheeks and wings. The 
male displays black tail feathers with 
panels of solid red and has no “dots.” 

Juvenile red-tailed black cockatoos 
resemble females until puberty, which 
occurs around four years of age.

Male birds weigh between 670 and 920 
grams (1.5–2 lb), while females weigh 
slightly less at 615–870 grams (1.25–
1.75 lb).[25] In common with other 
cockatoos and parrots, red-tailed black 
cockatoos have zygodactyl feet.

Who’s Your Daddy?  Who’s Your Daddy?  
From page 51, Answer:  Red-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii)

Female Photo: Carol Stanley

The male red-tailed black cockatoo 
courts by puffing up crest and cheek 
feathers, and hiding the beak; it then 
sings and struts, ending in a jump 
and a flash of red tail feathers toward 
the female who will most often reply 
by defensively biting him. Breeding 
generally takes place from May to 
September. 

One to two eggs are laid. The second 
rarely survives due to neglect. 

Prices in the United States start around 
$15,000. 

The red-tailed black cockatoo 
(Calyptorhynchus banksii) is listed as 
LEAST CONCERN by IUCN 3.1
Portions of this text and chick photo are 
from Wikipedia

Male Photo:  Miguel Rocha

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_crowned_pigeon
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ASA Affiliations
The Avicultural Society of America is proudly affiliated with:

American Dove Association
American Federation of Aviculture

LoryLeague.org
National Animal Interest Alliance        

National Finch and Softbill Society  
Saudi Federation of Parrots Aviculture

Zoological Association of America

New Members
Denise DeGood 
Amana, IL 

Karen Kurd 
Dubuque, IA 

Wendy Hanson 
Hudson, WI

John Gregory 
Alexandria, VA 

Denise Knight-Trevor 
Brentwood, CA 

Jan Faresielli 
Escalon, CA 

Adam Whisenant 
Atlanta, GA 

Nancy Forrester 
Key West FL

Feray J Baskin 
Bloomington IN

Margaret Yorio 
Poway CA

Paul Lepiane 
Ojai CA

Chester Moore 
Orange TX

Lori Gaskin 
Goleta CA

Christopher Marley 
Salem OR

Beau Parks 
Valley Center, CA

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Overseas membership for 2012 £1800 (to be paid in sterling)

Please visit our website to download a membership form and check on the 
latest membership fees.

www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA MEMBER CLUBS
Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, Fresno, CA 93755   

www.ccasbirds.com

Contra Costa Avian Society
P.O. Box 23115  Pleasant Hill, CA  94523

www.contracostaaviansociety.org

Acadiana Bird Club
480 Almonaster Dr  Youngsville, LA  70592

acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Seedcracker Society Inc
P.O. Box 26899  Mesa, AZ  85214

Long Beach Bird Breeders
6444 Spring St # 132  

Long Beach, CA  90815
longbeachbirdbreeders@gmail.com

Orange County Bird Breeders 
www.ocbirdbreeders.org

Fort Worth Bird Club
P.O. Box 1712  Keller, TX  76244
fwbc@fortworthbirdclub.com 

Finch Society of San Diego County
4256 10 Ave  San Diego, CA  92103
www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 
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Joe Carvahlo, Shingle Springs, CA
Terry Clare, Vista, CA

John Del Rio, Del Rio Aviaries, 
Idaho

Madge Decker, Long Beach, CA
Richard Dickinson, Sun City, AZ

Bob Ervin, Alta Loma, CA
Lauri Grigg, Houston, TX
Gene Hall, San Diego, CA

Sherilyn Hanna, Exotic Endeavors, 
Moorpark, CA

Richard Heebner, Worcester, PA

Sally Huntington, San Diego, CA
Tiffany Latino, Roseville, CA

Linda & Bill Nichelmann, Citrus Heights, 
CA

Wade Plouvier, Jacksonville, NC
Arnold & Debbie Schouten, Port 

Angeles, WA

AVICULTURAL SOCIETY of AMERICA HONOR ROLL

ASA SUSTAINING Members

PATRON
Diane Bock, Pacific Palisades, CA

Pamela Bompart,   Jefferson City, MT 
Roger Bringas, Mutations Unlimited,                

N. Hollywood, CA
Mike Chiaromonte, Consolidated Seed & 

Pet Inc., Buena Park, CA
Bill Coleman, Carpenteria, CA

Jennifer & Alex Culp, Huntington Beach, 
CA

Caroll Daunis, Fallbrook, CA
Sheldon L. Dingle, editor, author, 

Alhambra, CA
Steve Duncan, Avian Resources, San 

Dimas, CA
M. Jean Hessler, graphic artist,  Huron, 

OH
Clint & Marcelle Hufford, Fountain 

Valley, CA
Jerry Jennings, Emerald Forest Bird 

Gardens, Fallbrook, CA

Dave & Tammy Kramer, DJ Feathers Aviary, 
Fairfax, VA

Mitsuo Kuribara, Sayama City, Japan
Ivo Lazzeroni, West Covina, CA

Bruce Leach, Leach Grain & Milling Co., 
Downey, CA

Wendy Maclean Soderman, Huntington 
Beach, CA

Sigie Meyer, El Monte, CA
Frank Miser, Jr., Magnolia Bird Farm, Riverside, 

CA
Frank Miser, Sr., Magnolia Bird Farm, 

Anaheim, CA
Connie & Mickey Ollson, Wildlife World 

Zoo & Aquarium, Litchfield Park, AZ
Dick Schroeder, Avian Enterprises, Escondido, 

CA
Wm. N Smith, C.T.C., Inc., Los Angeles, CA

Helen Teunissen, Riverside, CA

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
Lori Ables, Trona, CA

Eric Antheunisse, Cedar Hill Birds, Acampo, 
CA

Laurie Baker, Feathered Follies, Concord, CA
Sarah Brabbs, West Branch Aviary, 

Shreveport, LA
Earlene Douglas, Reno, NV

Scott Karlene, Bloomfield, MI
Phyllis Levine, Seal Beach, CA

Julie Murad, Elizabeth, CO
Mary Nogare, Snoqualmie, WA
Michele Raffin, Los Altos, CA

Natasha Schischakin, Houston, TX
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2024 EVENTS  

Parrot Festival is on January 26 - 28,  2024

https://www.facebook.com/nprpf.parrotfestival/

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Houston 
Intercontinental Airport

15747 JFK Boulevard  Houston, Texas  77032 

USA: +1-281-848-4000 |FAX: +1-281-590-8461
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ASA Affiliations
American Dove Association

American Federation of Aviculture
LoryLeague.org

National Animal Interest Alliance        
National Finch and Softbill Society  

Organization of Professional Aviculturists
Saudi Federation of Parrots Aviculture

Zoological Association of America

The Foreign Bird League
The Premier Foreign Bird Keeping Society in the UK

Founded 1932
Please visit our website to download a membership form and check 

on the latest membership fees.
www.foreignbirdleague.com

ASA MEMBER CLUBS

Central California Avian Society 
PO Box 5067, 

Fresno, CA 93755   
www.ccasbirds.com

Contra Costa Avian Society
P.O. Box 23115  

Pleasant Hill, CA  94523
www.contracostaaviansociety.org

Acadiana Bird Club
480 Almonaster Dr  

Youngsville, LA  70592
acadianabirdinc@hotmail.com

Arizona Seedcracker Society Inc
P.O. Box 26899  

Mesa, AZ  85214

Long Beach Bird Breeders
6444 Spring St # 132  

Long Beach, CA  90815
longbeachbirdbreeders@gmail.

com

Orange County Bird Breeders 
www.ocbirdbreeders.org

Fort Worth Bird Club
P.O. Box 1712  

Keller, TX  76244
fwbc@fortworthbirdclub.com 

Finch Society of San Diego 
County

4256 10 Ave  San Diego, CA  
92103

www.finchsocietyofsandiego.com 
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Kimberly Anne Susukida
JUNE 2, 1964 – SEPTEMBER 10, 2023

Kimberly Anne Susukida, age 59, of Redding, California passed away 
on Sunday, September 10, 2023.

Kimberly was a passionate supporter of the Avicultural Society of 
America and served as secretary on the ASA board. 

Kimberly’s warmth, intelligence and passion for animals, especially 
birds, was a large part of her life. Always ready to help, without a  
negative word of anyone.  

Kimberly mentored young aviculturists and was involved with 
teaching kids about the animals at Safari West, her working home. 

We miss you Kimberly. You were one of a kind.


